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hesof Chriſt in LoxnD oN, which are commonly | E: 

(though unjuſtly) called ANABA?P F: I4Ts 

x BLISHED, w- | 

| For! che Vindication ofthe eruch, and information of = 
theigporant 3 hikewiſe for the taking off of thoſe af. |: 

perfions Which are frequently, bothin <ſe - = 

| and Print unjuſtly caft upon them. : x F 

| Unto whichis 8 


HEART BLEEDINGS FOI 
- Profeſſors abhominations; | 


| Oo R o 


cas wall aeratl tg Ne( from the foe Chiurehs 
. | ſentedto all who have wee way of tiuth ge Ka $2 
| them)'to flee ſecurity, and carelefſe walking under thi Pro- es 
feſhion of he fame, glome of Schum wiles, whereby, OF 
o, ventoperi_ss their ungodly wayes 
; difelgimed. * Fi 


, But this 7 confe xnto thee, that after. the © way app bye Gut 
| ___ 01 Sgt « of written they cal Jah TINY 
i | Foc pn fees os ali that ther ful be 6 erik of ue 
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| For we cannot but Teak the 04 Ty wee 5 hive ſeen, and heard, Aft 4 20. al E & > 
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F4 Here Zs as Ry Saints ſhould be 
" Wore towverſant Then in promoting, the 

' honowr of the CLI and his Cri ftri- 
07 and ge 14; walke before bins 4 
| Mt, ms 4 mares e bes Teeny] in his word, 
—__ C 0n of which. is a ſtrong in- 
FROPTEIOY us Fo engage (t0 the utmoſt of our {4 Jong Ja 
this worke, that when other men cent themſelves by li- 
Ying below the rule, wee may" ftrivt tke cloſe theremito, 
( ſuitable ro the pattetue oft us by God on Se word ) and 
when many account it theiy ghoriet\ Yurn - their backs # upon 


what they profeſſed to have reteived from Chriſt, wee may 
A 2 ſtrive 


, * To the Reader. 
ferive to honour God, by a ſtedfaſt continuance in what wee 


bave neives, and ina e Sligo Lp: the:thin Fires 


BY agzime Seprinied. «Indy 
bind 


w © 


h graee 
074 bk %s 

ro D-2 r /omeye n- 
have followed God in, In which ( through aith and obed;- 
ence ) wee truſt to be continued, nnto #i #he._comming of our 


Lord and Saviour Jef PF, _ 


"pp b hat wee: Py cbt pr _ Satban TS 

plices ih, hor enterp ihe prep 4 0. Jate abonnile Fe 

then ordinary, with ſtratagemes ny inventions to | =o 
went poore Saints, in their Pebiis «Hd. love wlp. themh, 
among ſtwhich t bis was. 0 ſmall One: (in: ſewe; alt 7 
parts ) that wee had caſt off all « onr of lag eoakon nn aw 
pradiſe, a that none remained' tagether, workhip ing. God 

7n his way, owning themſelves. the US of Chri but were 

growne up t0'a further attain ment and light (as they ſay) 
to Tive "more imediatly wit Goff an A Siri ther .in ſuch 

\ low: > meant, and. bonfowptible a F1 xd, PI or IIARCES,, : hinking | 

| thereby h 
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7 __ To the Reader 
thereby To ſflumble and difhearten many whoſe hearts were 
approved to God. 


' Fourthly, That wee might take off prejudice from the 
hearts of thoſe ( many of which wee have com fortable 
hopes .) who are or may be prejudiced - againſt us, from 
theſe many inveFives, and bitter- unjuſt reproaches, wee are 
or may be ( for worſhiping our God according to our conſri./ 
ence and the rule of truth ) expoſed unto, and they (if it be 
the good pleaſure pf our God ) come to. underſtgnd 
— und ſubjef themſelves to 'the Lord 'in his 
COMPanas. 794-1 Obs 7,7 Pan 

aſily; The remembrance of what good ihis our underta-. 


king hath formerly done in the Countries, where it hath beer 
ad (' of which we have had particular notice from ſeve- 


rall ) . whoſe; hearts -. have been refreſhed; there. 


with 4s noſmall inducement to us to bring 4 hjs forth again? 
in print... . © 


conſider_what wee have profeſſed before men, and, angels, 
' out of the ſumplicitie of our hearts, and let not prejudice pre- 
vert thy profitting, but make it thy great care 
and fludy to giveup thy underſtanding to love and receive- 
the truth, as it #s in Teſus, delighting thy ſelfe in that 
Government. which is by-his owne handeitabliſhed in his 
houſe; be-not difheartned although thou ſhouldeſt heare 
of the miſcarriage of ſome, knowing that in utany things 

ſire. Al, and.come ſhort of the grate of our God, 
vor if thox ſhouldeſt be advertiſed of the falling away of 


any ; 


Cortricons. Friend, . wee ih thee ſoberly to weigh and | 


| '. -To the Reader. 
1) .one, doe but conſpder wee live-in the laſt: ages of the 
world, Wherein many ſhall depart from-the truth, 
( neither is it a new thing for men to relinquiſh their 
profeſſiow.) . | RE 
But ſtrive , thou to follow God. fully, and to fland 
faſt in the pmplicity of the trath;, and God our Father, 
and our Lord Jeſus Chriſt be with thee, and be thy guide 
and Connſellour. ; 421 


'Signed in the .name, and by the appoint." 
ment of the aforeſaid ſeverall Churches,' mee- | 
tingin LONDON. | 


William Kiffen, Edward Hartifon,. . 
John Spilſbery, ' Richard Graves, - [ 
+: Joſeph Sanſon, Edward Roberts, | j 
.. --., Hugh Goſnel], Thomas Waters, 
++ Thomas Pault, Henry Forty, 
= Joſeph Patſhall. . Thomas Young, 
William 'Conſet, John Watſon. 
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if 
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ee? DARE , 
CONFESSION OF FAITH 
of the ſeveral Congregations or 


Churches of Chriſt in Lond, which are. 


' commonly (though unjuſtly ) called 
ANABAPTISTS. 


[* 
== He Lord oar God. is but* one God, whoſe + 21. Cor. 8. 6 
d bfiftence. is in. himſc]te; whoſe elſence- Iia. '44. 6. | 
cannot be comprehended by any bat him- Chap. 46. 9> | þ | 
ſelfe; who only bach immortality, *dwel- tos. 31g 
©"Ting inthe Tight, which'no man'can ap- gy 195. 
| "- | aha whois in bimſelfmoſt* holy, * Pfal; 4 197, 2 I : 
*Infinite, in *greatefſe,n*® wif- f Deor, 22 TH 
ave Apo; l6ve; ts wu Ry: fol and gracigus, long ſuffering and Js by Ns, - 
abundant in goodnefle and truth, who giveth * being, moving "$f 
and preſervation to.all creatures.” 
i Il | M36. © 
In this divine and infinite being, there is the* Facherthe *z cr, 1,4, © 
' Ford, ang the* holy, Spirit, cach having .che. whol le divine » b wy Le Fl 
erice, yet the elltnce. undivided; all infinite a3 221 any *Chap.15.296,5.- he 
begin therefore. but< one: God, who. is not to bedivided i < omg 
natnre, and being, but diſtinguiſhed by feverall peculiar rela-*. A 
tive Ma 747 | 
1-2 272 ITE © 4 _ 
Ic th + deareedi in himſelf,” before the world was, concer« 
dings, * to worke, diſpoſe; and bring them aboueCac- * 6 2666 
ding toiilie counſel of his owne will) to hisglory : yer with= wn. 5 FR 
being the Author of finne, or SIO fellowſhip with any * Sam. 1; fo. 5 
tr vfe | therein. $. RE: 


p 


1-2 . A Confeſſion of Faith. "WM 
Prov. 2r. 6. therein) Tn which appeares his wiſedome in diſpoling al 
E859. 21-13 things ,unchangeableneſſe, power, and faithfuilneſſe in accom- 
+5 on 35- p iſhing his decree : and God hath before the foundation of the 
1a. 45.79. World, foreordaincd ſome men to eternall life, through Jeſus 
Jer- 14. 22, Chriſt, to the praiſe and glorie of his grace; leaving the reſtto 
Mar.5.22.30. a in their linne, to cheir juſt .ondemnation, and to the praiſe 


.* Col. 1.15, 19. 2 * A: | 
Nu-23.15.20, 9 his jaftice. # 
Rom. 3. 4. 
Jer. 10.10. Jnthe*þbeginning God made all-things very (good ; created 


32 b ”» 5- man after*his owne * image, filled with all meet perfe&ion of 
put , 4. nature, and free from all tin ; but. long he abode not in this 
a Gen. 1. 1, honour, Satan uling; the ſubtilty.of the4 Serpent, to ſeduce firſt 
Col. 1.16. Eve, then by her ſeducing Adam; who without any compulſi- 
Wa. 45-12. on, incating the forbidden truit, ,tranſgreſfed the command of 

; my 5- God, and fe]1, v. hereby fdeath came upon all his poſterity,who A 
. Feats: a now are conceived in 1m, and by nature the Children of wrath, 
1Gen.3.1.4,5-the ſervants of lin, the ſubjefts of *death, and other miſeriesin | 

=. 2 Cor.1..3. this world,and for ever;unles the Lord Jeſus Chritſetthem free. | 
j; -— *1 Tjm.2.14. : V un EN 


FRom. 5.12. Godinhis infinite* power and wiſdome, doth* diſpoſe al 
<1 - ? ?: thiagsto the end for which they were created, that neithera- | 
Ephor. ” "© ny thing betals any by chance,or without his*providence zand . 
Job-g8. 17, that whatſoever befals the EleQ,is by his apppoincment, for his 
+» iſa. 461c. gloric and their *good. oF Ss ood | 
Te +17, VI 45-0 2116 
78 7» oubpio All the Ele& b:ing * loved of God, with an everlaſting Tove, 
; | 3c, are * redeemed,quick1cd and ſaved,not by themſe]ves, not their 
Exod. 121\13. owne workes, leaſtany man ſhould boaſt, but only and wholly, 


| 2 | - =p 2 by God of his free * grace and mercy through Jeſus Chrift, who, | | 
E- > Jer. 31.2, 15 made unto us by God, * wiſdome, righteouineffe, ſandtihcati- | 
= Epheſ.1.z.7 ON, and redemption, and all in all, that he that rqoycerth might 
+-- Chp.2.8, 9. rejoyce in the Lord. | 
1 Thel. 5.9. VII | . 
2 36S Bl $ And «this is life cter1nall, that wee mightknow him the only 
- Ter. LS true God, and Jeſi:s Chriſt whom he hath ſerit, And "on the 
2 3®1Cor.1.30,31contrary,the Lord wil render vengeance in flaming fire to:then | 
& Jer. 23-5. thatknow not God, and obey not the Gotpell-of feſts Chriſt. ' - 
_ > 9 4m__ VIII $1120 1 
= Jo Ls 8: Therule of this knowledge, faith and cbedience, ccncerning ' 
&” Joh. 6.36. , , + the 
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——_— bs Ty 
whatſoever is vetely eh Sept whe pratit which ALS Y 

—= = for all Saints, at als: 8. 207" * 


| Db PORE Ty 15:0 
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Gen: 41). 9. ro. Rom:'r, 3. nds, 0. Maz.2. 16, on Lake 3. 230 4 
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- Fy tn NA "6 tae phy 2A idpuoi to 
| th. 2 teStarebolovnrknyjarcthertghite) cnapbe naferret fo 
1, him coany orher, : ; B43 gf whe: 
' , -XIV-. 3-47] a7 
Ry This Office to which Chriſt is allied iorhreefold,as *2 

* »Priefl and © arr this number 97 Oy offices js = 


rol 1.1; his wht Kingdom. + 
| E toh/ro, 's. : my » 46 Th: Gul *0 E"SY 
> oPfal £103. x Cant." 7,.3+ Jahn.6. 44. Phil. 4s, 13 4.5 4418. © 1 0e/ taxi] 
E *1ob.r. 38. & Fo ata CMovn.. edt Fon abs tes roars 
| bs. Es, Concerning the Prophelie of Chrid, iris thar 1 7 he hack 
| Dave, 28. 1g, £evealed the will of God whatſaever np recal Þ ochre 
® *Mar, 23, 10. Sc: Yoow and* obey; and therefore he 1s called otonly aPropber 
i '$ Þy-s tb. 3+ 1.” and Do@or, and the © Apoſle of our. profeſſion, and” the * Angel 
#5Þ- of the Covenant, but alſo the wery.* widome- of God, in whom 
| "48 " 24- are hicball therreafurcsofwifdome andknowle ; 
-.. GE er Ne wr eto" Offe . 
i o IH if. NE i X V I; "= 


-- : iGod, tec the will 


* Meeertts vary aw romen, 


; 3; Crriftwho 1 over all, -Rom. 9. Baphergertat 7-04 fleſhy &1-4 
< ſame'4is very:Gad; {1 Fobs 5. 20. He'is che firſt; Rove. 7. 8. he gives beitg all Sings, | 
md without hins w5.othing: made, 7; Folm-1-5 2» He forgiveth fias, Math. 9 5m Hl oy 
” brahon, Jobn 8. 58. Mes, Ol ene T's be che ſame, Heb. x3.8.; Heis alwayes with 
- his to the end of the world, Ma. 28 -could-not. be (aid of ales, Ovid 4 he nor. ' 
7 monk faith, Thy Throne, .O Gog) is, for ever a ever, Heb 8.” Toba 1. 
IH, 
A A Civiftnouooe!r perſeAly God, bar parſe Man, made of woman, on 4 wiclb.of 
= bn Yo David, Ram. 1. 3;\ Comming; ent of the loyny of David, ' Afr 2. 30. of cand Fu-. 
SIE 'In thar 30 ve were. partakers of-flcſh and blood, he himiclie bkewiſe 
them, Heb;2. 14. he'tooke not on him the natore of Angell, bar hs ſeed of 


Ed LONG) 24 I'05: See Atb+3. 22, -Deit; 


- Hip os 
8. --p O47. 
| XVIL. 


[2 
_ 


yexprefed.in the Scriptures; "he is called; The wighty God, If | 9:6: Third wa God, 


83G, So-that we are bope of his bope, and fleſh of his ficſh, Epbeſ. 5... 30. $0 that. 
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bas: WEE Mgo-x; 05:1 KY It Ele & rin MESH mers vie 52m TAS Ks 3 
Gent g his* Priefthood, Chriſt having nivicd a Nl jr, FR 
ath 3 once to.put away finne, by that one offering of 3 5 
A ſactificefor peep Re ath fulfy finiſhed: nd 9K 6. + 
att things C d for; the ſalvation; of his <eleft; Eck, Ip > » 50 
Jed all | {Shadows 8. And is tow entred wich: ave 3 gt A 
 Iri-they 0 ren of Hollies, which is the preferice of God. Epher. 2: 143 
Sf — houfe an holy Prieft-hood ts © wp ARbne K 
., _ offert & iritual Sacrifice acceptable co God through hrim.Neicher pl ns PR 
| _ dotht COMETS t, or Chrift offer. rg He Fucker an x Iiher 9.24.0 F 
| ' a I Petbo $5. 


oh. 4239 345.4; 


| pots 3 5 

manenature; MS fi re,it is attributed'to his body; Per.z, GT). 43h 
co his *blood ; yer theeffe&u 6f this Sacrifice did depend ne Rs 5 bs ; | 
| - on hixdtyihe nacure, therefore RI SR thc bitch < of God. _—— 


Ze 


Concetvltiy his Kiftgly OA being Hen Nom he © 
ach WINE &{ > hearbs ant Ha os g tHen the 
ea 9. 


' all power 'in heaven verge 4 | 


TENN anne 7k rig 


\ you 
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\J RraQtion' f his enemie: . By.chis | Es , Hy th 


> Ele&,fiub rinks finnes, bed oge y OM F: » YL 


| _ their confliQs againft CT 
cby hs Spirit: vide rk tis i ihe 7 poet 


TOY 
F A Ag the veſſels of wrath,ufing, limiting ahd refirai- 
| cher av'ic Teetnies good to oy infaite wikdome. » 1 


This High powerſhall bei tore fully minifefied when- he ſha] > 
come in-glory to reign amonghis Saints, when ſhall p dl." $i 

| rule & JON un rhis "pon the glory of the "aka "i p. Tet {a8 
| P erfe Shen 2 | 


Ye. 


A 2 


o þ £ Re” "kg "AS. * hs 
Y © hs $-* 


hs. Log Tony” "AW ® 


- 26, oerfetityn cihifeſied im hlaSonne, 4 qaicks glory of the 'Fatherand 
54S my 26, the Son Nin all fi Members. -- | 

: —Y - Jeſus Chriſt by bi :deach RIG ES) forth the Ele& 
| us: is 
FT: - = 7: that God gavo ator Theſc have intereftinhim, and Sang 
IR ” called have fellowſhi with him, for whom hemakee inter 
> -Rom.8.29.30 to his Father in their , and to-them doth Ge 
LI. 5.72; apply this redemption, as alſothe free gift of 
3+ 73: ric is givento them and none elſe. ; 
| Jokn3. 16 _— - ST ' 
#-,  Epke' » bv Faith is the* giſrof God, wrought in the hearts of : cheEleR, by 
= 29285;25-  theSpiric of Gadsz by which-they come to know and believe the 
S yo. truth of he *Scriptures,and theexcellency ofthem above all other 
= £38 22. writings, & all chings inthe world,. as they hold. forth theglorie 
| 14%: 47+-0f in his attributes; the excelency of Chri Ip god 
11,t2: offices, andofthe power and fulneſe of the Spirit in 
* Join ks and operations, and are inabled to cat able Jules Wie tl 


truch thus 


| 'XXNL. 
All thoſethar have this precious Ver: 
= 7-34: 29- rhe Spirit, can-uever 


ynort 
| of God are wichour : | 
= 25 ſhech! in chem fairh,rep 
£16. 49-13-14. © 


=> = take themoffcharfou 


Were TT | 

Ee ſhall beſureto cept b power 
-— - __ _ they thallinjoythieic ofſeſlion, they being engrayen u 
c 5 3 ny ares a 137 $9 Lay ws Saga - natns ring bn melee 
bk - "ebook of de fromall eerie  BIPet 39 $2311; tis 


IF "Roma 0. oy Faich is ordinarily *begotten by di diag ababs Ebipd, or 

E por: 28s. ord of Chriſt, without reſpeR to® any power or. ageſt ny $e 
Rom.-9.19+ CY, 

3:5. © Park. creatures butitbeing wholly * paſſive, and dead in treſpalſes' and 

PÞ 3-12.. finnes, doth beliey CO a I mma) AOL nM Chee 

2» 27 x6 which raed Chr from che dead. K) x 
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JET whom a: Zhayereceived the atonement. 


: | {16 StHÞ>; rey 162. 

p.7 a2 All belicycts fa the time of this life, are ina continual * War 
7. farcand combare againſt ne, felte, che- world; and'the*Devill; 
008 'Ind are}table coall manner aflitions, *cribalacions, and per- 

3.52, ſebuctons, bein; ins "ang appointed therearrro,- and 
E ne whatlocuer Kates b6 or enjo of God 7 itiruatly, ts by | 
| 2 "29 "og * faith; andoutward and import Sarclawthll VIRrOOy ( 

Jor. 5. 5 ' acivlll right, by: them who. have *no faith. ag 
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IS 5 Che 6 
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| old * then [''their 
glorls ; , BEA 6 "REM os £7 MY reciting 
& LC TTY AR ere 3142: 2710199 © ads 
: bur. tr. Jeſus Chriſt hath here on & x Nicfruall Kingdom which is 
2 hisChur ch whom bo kach py one Way oft Sans 
Pap pecatar inhertunce; Me b YL 
"called'and fepara co þ ths workd, by tHe 
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ondytt a erriment; ro le 
Sold, and. t Sno * eden, to have comm 


eo ſu inward and outward; (and {-5 
though cac erforrhath a *pro Ny iRoiens eſtate, we 
are to lupply each others 1 _ accardirig as cheir* neo ſha 


| require, t ey) pee O Ef mae CA _ bx ele 

| thropgh the necellity © apx inthe eChurch), and alſo co 446] 

; they are! hereby himſeſfe 1 be beffowed in their fi Vi Y RB oe $5-h _—_ 1 
place, peculiar uſe, being fit $e5itt: andnit together * accor- [Tidi- 657 


- ding to the we IDE ERET PO, 16, the {SER $6 el 
ſelfe in Tove. 
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nue in their calling; e, accordingto Gods ordinance, and 20- __ 
carefully to feed! O commited £© them, not Teas 6. 
thy Tiicte, is of a wg h 'f 3 wn: "Heb. 


"XX S640 _ io; 
tiline, is an Ordinance of: the**new Teſtament, given by, 8. in 
Chriſt, to bediſpepſed, upan Pry profeſiing faith, or that are. MaraC- 15, P 
made Difciles; who upon. profelſi op,of Fai and defiring FA 

it, ought to be bapcned, BA _ &, oper cole 1 Lords Capper: X# mY 


That the way MT APES wy Fl EYE penſing "this ordinaner, is Mas. FX 6 
dipping or plunging the body under y = ein : Febelrig 4 figne, mult Mar] 56 a. 
AE the things Hgnified, whichis, thar intereſt the Saints have ad ds-[;. "ins. 
i thes ecath, buriall,. and, reſrretion; of Chriſt ; And that as 7 27 
certainly. as the body tis buried under water, &% rien” agaih, ſo cet. "on 3 
rainly ſhal ehebodics of the Saints be raiſed by che powerof Crit; ed - 
in the day of the reſuvr — to reigne with Chrift,”:. 7 14..with# 


Rom. 6 3; 4, 56. 1 Cor. is. 28; 2.9. The word Bape ih, ſignifies rd 4p, or" pl 
 a5-Cenveniemt Garntents be borh opon the Aimimſtexo: and fubjet with.alt mv 
isalfo 0:r practiſe, as: OP = wicnefles can ſhip: | th 
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IN < ; I þ L473 Labels , " uo bs. 
4 one of another, if neceſſity _ 


tre it, as merhbers of qne body; in © AR't FE 

the common faith,under Chrift their head; TD 2H] 

inn 0 EL ug hey {10g 0D "OI 

A Civill * Magiſtracy is an Ordinance of God, (et. up by him for *Rom. 134 

thepuniſhment ofevill doers, and for the praiſe of them that doe © * "238 
well; andthatinall lawfull-things, commanded by them, ſub- 7 Pet. 2-% 
| je&tion-ought to be given by us in the Lorg, not only tor wrath but., +... 5 

{ for:conſcience ſake ; ; and that: weeareto make ſupplications, and "4 

prayers for Kings, andall that are in authority, that underthem ,,q, ,- 

we may live a quiet and peaceable lite,in all godlinefſe and honeſty. g ,. ;9. 

: SLYVYIIE 28, 2 9.:41, 

That wee have great cauſe to bleſſe God and to be thank- & 29, 23-2 

full for the peace and liberty wee enjoy in the ſervice of ourThe: be 4 


God mnder the preſent government, but if the Magiſtrate pan/4izs; 
ſhould. not favour us herein; _ * yet wee dare not ſuſpend ph 2 
our praiſe, becauſe wee believe wee ought to-goe on in _ --® 
obedienceto Chriſt, in profeſling the faith which was once delive- ** Tuk62Y 


red to the Saints, which faith. is declared in. the-holy Scriptures, gu 1, 28 


> 
4 


and this our confeſſion of faith a part of them, and that, wee are to x Cor. t4. 398 
witnesto the truth of the old & New Teſtament unto the death if ;Rev.'z. 2o.; 
neceſſity require, in the midſt of all trials and afflitions, as his." * Tim4-6% 
Saints of old have done ; not accounting our goods, lands, wives; , BS - | 
children, fathers, mothers, brethren, Siſters; yea, and our owne , Conte _ 
lives deare unto us, ſo wee may. finiſh our courſe with joy,” remem- Pal. 49; 9% 
bringalwayes that wee ought to? obey God rather then men, who Plal 50. 2347 
| will when wee have finiſhed our courſe, and kepr the faith, give. 2 
| us*checrowne of righteouſneſſe; to! whom wee muſt give an ac- 335 3-38.98 

count of all our ations, and no man being able to diſcharge us of 


-- 
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/ 


the ſame. lM: a "QDeve: 6x47 
SLIT | Rom. 7; 9, 


: 


Jer- 4.2, 2 
4 ; 6 74 


It is lawfull for a Chriſtian tobe a Magiſtrate or Civil Officer ; 
andalfo it is lawfull to take an Oath, 15 it be in trath, and in | 
judgement and in rightcouſneſle, for confirmation of truth, and': Theſ.4.6.* 

: exeing ofall ſtrife ; and/chat by raſh and vaine 'oathes the Lord is Rom-13.5,649% 
provoked, and'this Landmournes,'! ©: AN ry *H 


D | "23, $1 
E = L | | -, + $6 oY 
- LE 8. No ». 1 Pet.2.15.77 

|  Weeare tagive unto all-men, whatſoever is their due,. as their g g, 5. 
place, age, eſtate requires ; and that-weedoedefraud no man of any Eph. 5:23.24 
thing, but docuntoall men as wee would they ſhould doe untous. & 5 1.9: = 
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Ep" Theres ſhall be a * ceſarre&ion. of the dead, both -of the: 
ie. jultand anjuft, andevery one ſhall-give an accountof himſelfe to 
God, that every one may recetye the things done in his bod yiAccor= * 


 Gingto that he hath done, whether it be good” or bad. 
' The Concluſion; 


Hut wee deſire to give unto Chriſt, that which is his, and unto all law- 
3 full Authority that which is there due, and to ow? nothing to any | 
L& — man but love, to live quietly audpeacead!y, as it becommeth Saints, endea- 
Waring in all things to keep a go3d con (cience, and ta die unto every mar | - 
(of what judgement ſoever ) 45 w2 would they ſhould doe unto us, that as our 
 -- * Praftiſeis, ſoit may prove us to be 4 conſeionabt”, quiet, and harmleſſe peo- 
BE ple ) no wayes dangerous or troubleſonte to humaze ſocietie ) and to Iabourr 
"= and work with our hands, that we may not be chargeableto'any, but'to pjve 
to bim that needeth both friends aild enemies, accounting it more excellent q 
to giv2 then to receive. Alſo we confeſſe that we know but in part, and wee 
are ignorant of many things which _wee defire and ſeeke to know,” and if a- 
x Ry (ball doe us that friendly part to ſh-w us fromthe word of God that wee: 
= _ ſee not, wee ſball bave'cauſe to be thank full to God and them. But if any 
b -- ,- man ſballimpoſe upon us any thing, that wee ſee not commanded by our - 
> - -. Lord Feſus Chriſt, w2e houldin bis ſtrength rather embrace all reproaches 
Land tortures of men, to be ſtript of all outward comforts, and if it were p - 
1 fble, to die a thouſand deaths, rather then to doe any thing \againſt the aft 
©". title of the truth of God, or againſt the light of our owne couſciences, And if 
| * #ly (hall cal what we have ſaid Hereſie,then do we with the Apoſtle achnow « | 
3 = -- edpe, that after the way they call, Herefie, worſhip we the God of our Fa- | 
>. + "thers, diſclaming all Hereſies, (rightly fo called )” becauſe they are: againſt | . 
- RIS Chriſt, and to be ftedfaſt and immoveable, alwayes abounding in obedicnce to { 
©” "Crit as kyoowing our Labour ſhall not be in vaine in the Lord. 111 


a” 
-£ —_ a 


Cot ns. PSAL» 74e CI, 22. | | 

Ariſe,,O-God, plead thine owne cauſe Remember how the foos 
liſh man blaſphemeth thee dayly. Kg” *s 

- "0 et not the oppreſſed retmrne aſhamed, but {ct the poore and net= 

dy praiſe thy name, | 


Come Lord Jeſus, come quickly. - T 
- __ . #1 F þ A 11s | | ; | . bo, "0 
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in CyR1sT JESus, called to be Saints, 
£5 with all that in every placeprofeſs thename of © © 
| - Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, both theirs and ours. 


_ Beloved Brethren, * * - —- 


2 Aaving theſe many yeares, through the grace 
F and free mercy of our God ,* heer«kept in 


tained in the Holy Scriptures of the Pros7..-- 


ceeding - benefit 'and - comfort of : walking 
with God in ſome meaſure ſuitable to what - 
tan he hath made knowne unto us; and well _ _ 

knowing that wee are called to live in the laſt Ages of the world, . 
wherein iniquitit abounds, and the love of many waxeth cold ; as 
likewiſe conſidering thoſe peculiar.times ſpoken of in the 2. of 
Tm. 3.1, &c. are come. upon us, wherein men who ſometimes 
| have made Iarge profeſſion of God. and godlineffe, are turned 

= afidetocommir all manner of uncleanneſs with greedineſs, having 


darkenefle light, andight darknefſe, by meanes of whom the way. 
of truth isevill ſpoken of ; and many poore ſouls through temp- 
tations ready to quit their profeſſions, and.to be taken with theic 
ſnares; we thought it ourduty to declare our utter diſlike, ab- * 


horring, and deteſtatton of all ſuch evill perſons, and wayes, who 


of ungodlinefle. 

And having been through the goodnefſe of our God, inabled to 
diſcern the ſecret, and ſubtill defignes, and ſnares of Satan, which 
he hath laid to entrap poore Lg in, by carrying them from ſtep 
: ITS WY ; 2 | ro 
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the profeſſion of the name of Chrift, con =: 
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phers , and Apoſtles; and finding the exs- > 


{ turned the grace of our Lord Jeſus into laſcivioutneſſe, calling - frond 


ſhall under any pretence whatſoever. plead for, or praftiſc any way SS 2 2 6 
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To 
net 1 they have been wholly captivatedin his ſnares, and | 
fitted by him to doe him ſervice; - ; "be 1 ETS, 
: +Wecould:do no lefs, then according to that meaſure of light we 
have received from the Lord,to diſcover his Wiles, and Stratagems, 
and to Cautian all that profeſeſs the fear of theLord,to watch over 
their owne hearts, and wayes, and to take heed leaſt they fall into 
the ſame condemnation, OE Rr et 
For this we have found; that that way which God in his infinite 
wiſdome, taketh to bring ſouls unto himſelfe by, viz. 2 Am 
ſenting unto men his great Tove, in- giving. Jeſus Chriſt to ſuffer 
death, and his great ſalvation to all that believe-in his name, Satan 
that old Serpent through his inſtruments under. the ſpecious. pre- 
_ tence of beating men off from all falſercftz, endeavours with all 
his ſtcength to oppoſe and make void ; perſwading-the Sons and 
- daughters of men, that what is declared*concerning the death of 
Chriſt at Fer: ſalem, and his bearing our iniquities in his own Body 
upon the Croſs, is but a meer hyſtory &ſhadow;that the Scriptures 
arebut a letter, and the Ordinances of God bur fleſhly formes, 
thereby labouring to beget in the peoples mindes, a contempt, and 
Mlighteſteeme of Chriſt, his Word, and. Ordinances ; and that he 
might cheat them to purpoſe, tels them-of a God within, and a 
Chriſt within, and a Word within : and that God, and Chriſt, and : 
_ they are one, without any truediftin& knowledg of the true mean- 
ing of that which is expreſſed ;: whereby poore ſoules with great 
and ſwelling words of vatvity, triumph ina great. myſterie of meer 
nothing, but emptineſs, and confuſion, ſpeaking-things whereof 
they know not; and many poor fouls knowing ſuch expreſſions 
to. be Scripture Phraſes, doe greedily embrace them, without a 
rrue, diſtin&, and cleer underftanding the ſenſe of what is ſpoken, 
having the perſons of thoſe who ſpeak ſuch language in great ad- 
miration, as the chief, tender, charicable, knowing, high and ſpiri- 
tuall Chriſtians 3. whereas indeed although the words ſpoken by 
them, are many of thenftrue in themſelves (without which Saran 
- could not ſo effe&ually deceive) as that God and Chriſt, and the 
; Spirit dwell in us, and that God and Chriſt, and the Saincs are 
one; Yet are we to underſtand this union tobe only in a way of 
relation through participation of the ſame ſpirit, & this dwelling 
to be only in reſpe& of grace, and powerfull operates in-. 
| enge. 
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Auence, working in the hearts of believers, aC 
"of che new Covenant, in making niten. holy and h 
their hearts; cauſing them-to walke in all good conſcience towards 
God and man, all which by-them is trampled under fooc, and ano- 
ther kinde of union, and indwelling, driven at in their diſcourſes, 
which although covertly cXpreſſed, untill by craft and ſubcilty, they 


* Ft as Go Et 
LE; 
.* uy *Y 3&4 


p of 
* Ws. nets 
OY JS ? R 
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have prepared the hearts of fimple and unſtable ſoules, to- receive 


whatſoever they ſhall ſuggeſt unto them ; yet” then is openly diſ- 
covered, being indeed the root of all birterneſs,. and deſperate 
prophaneneſs, and blaſphemy, that can beimagined. in the world: 
for from thence they conclude, that themſelves are God & Chriſt, 
+ and what Godiis they are,.and what they are God is ; - for fay 


they, there is no Spirit but 'one, and ſo deny any created-Angel or E 


ſpirir,holding upon the ſame account the living ſoute in man tobe 

uncreated, and {o conſequently to be God himſelte, and nor cree 

ated by God. Now this being the ground-worke of their deluſion, 
the bailding is anſwerable. | BEES 

For firſt, Concluding the reaſonable ſoul to be Gad, _ | 

* Secondly, They affirm that this-ſoul being clothed with their hn- 

mane bodies, or fleſh, is Chriſt,” or God, or God in- fleſh, hereupon 


they imagin that Jeſus Chiiſt' ſpoken of in the Goſpel, as. being - 


born of the Vigin Mary, accuſed by the Fewes, delivered by: Pilate 


to be crucified, dying at Jeruſqgem upor the Croſs, riſing the third- - 


day.& aſcending into heaven; is only to be underſtood parabolicatly, 
or figuratively, ſpeaking of one thing, and intending another; poin» 
ting at, and prefiguring a worke only within us, conceiving the 
Virgin Mary, the Jewes, Pilate, Jeruſalem, the Croſs, Chriſt rifing and 


aſcending, ſpooken of in the Scriptures, to be all within them, and + 


no ſuch thing ſabſtantially, or in truth without, ; os t 
* As they conclude all things ſpoke of Chrift, to be bur in a typi- 
cal, or figurative manner, intending and typifying our this Got 
- within, or God incarnate in” their fleſh, ſtill meaning- their reaſon+ 
able ſouls, conceiving this to be the ſubſtance of all thoſe ſhadowes; 
{0 alfoupon thisground they are forc:d*to conclade the whole 
new Tcſtament, wich all the DoQrines, Laws, Rules, and Adninis 
ſeations of the ſame, to be bur a ſhadow or figure, holdiag forth a 
ſubſtance within. As for inſtance, M5ſes and Airon, being but 
Hgares of the ſubſtanciall Saviqur, and Prieft ro come, ſo the admiz. 
; OO . - niſtcariquns . 
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© OO: a. ” x & x ”Y ONE GER. A? was b ' 
'niftrationsof Moſer as Moſaical, were but fleſhly and carnall admi- 
iftrations;to be aboliſhed when rhe ſubſtance was come, they be- 
ing only ſhadows of good things to come ;in like manner doe they 
_ underſtand Chriftin his perſon, to be bat a ſhadow of Chriſt with- 
in,and all his heavenly and ſpiritual Gofpel to be but a Letter and 
carnall biftorie-put to an end and aboliſhed, when they once come 


"ro apprehend that the ſubſtance of all is within, They comming 


alſo to believe that the ſonle is God, doe thence infer that: they are 

perfed,and that they are in as happy eſtate a3 can be,& tor this they 
urge, 1 Cor. 15, 24. to the 28.-to theiy when the Kingdorme is deli- . 
vered up tothe Father, all his people come to a more immediate 
enjoyment of God the Father, andthen .Chrift ceaſeth his Media- 
torſhip, and conſequently, all his New-Teſtament ceaſeth +: now 
they conclude, thac all this is accompliſhed when they come- to 
diſcerne there's but one Spirit, and their ſoul that ſpirit, which is 
God, and then they are'in the poſſeſſion of all things. - - - 

And ſeeing that the Scripture declares that before our full poſ- 
ſeſſion of -God and glory, there muſt be a temporal! Feath, 
and Reſurreion of the Body, and eternall judgement, they upon the 
former grounds, judging themſelves already;glorifed, doe under- 
Rand this death of the body in all ſach Scriptures myſtically, and 
that the reſurre&ion and eternall judgement, are paſſed already in 
the ſoule, as Hymenews and Philetus did, 2 Tim. 2. 18. compared 
with 1 Tim. 1. 19. Thence alſo they. conclude, that faith and 
Jaſtification by Chriſt, together with all the Ordinances of 
Chriſt are aboliſhed,as fleſhly forms,Jike unto Chriſt that appointed 
them, above and withour all which, they triumphanilyCin their. own 


> fancies)live when they once have attained this ſupereminent life (as 


they ſpeak) of being in the full fruition of God, comprehending 
that infinite Being (which they blaſphemouſly afticm themſelves co 
do) intruding themſelves into things they are altogether ignorant 


_ of: Hereupon is it that- they, as Peter ſaith, ſcof at any ſecond 


comming of Chriſt, 2 Pet. 3.3. 4. and mock at the holy Scriptures, 
thoſe beavenly Oracles of God, denying them to be the Word of God, 
or that Law by which they ought to conforme their lives, con- 
cetving and uttering that there is no Law nor Rule, but what is in 
man, his Light being his only Law, that is to ſay, what ever that _ 


ſpirit that dwels within (which they call God within ) di&ates to 


them ,, 
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| them, that ought to 


thing but thick darkneſs) from thele ,principles the deſperately 


wiccedand deceitful hearts of men fortifiedin their ſins,having now-: 


their conſcience ſeared with an hot> Iron, account it their only mi- 
ſerie and hel}, that they aretroubled at any thing, be it, never ſo- 
abominable, thus caſting of all trouble and: remorſe for fin, they 
follow the Law of their own minde,  (as,they needs muſt, coricei- 
Z ving their owne ſouls to be the-only. eternall God) and what- 
ſoever their evillhearts are naturally inclined to, whether Drun- 
kenneſſe, Curſing,” ſwearing, or whoredom? (athough for a time 
their principles do not put ſuch horrid lmpieties in execution) yet' 
at lengeltwbcing violently hurried on through the afliſtance-of the 
ſtrong tmpulſions, and rtleile ſuggeſtions and initigations of the devil, 
(the Judgements of God being al{o heightned upon them) they 
now commit-the (ame with grecdineſle, and+ char with ſuch a high 
hand, as they account ic. their perfetion, and the higheſt pitch of 
their glory, to give up themſelves ro ſuch abiominations, pleading 
for them, athrming chat they have made, a League and. Covenant with 
+ fin, death, and hell, and have "communion with God in all theſe, ſeeins 
| all the ſe'and what ever. evils can be imagined, reconciled to God, and ſo 
good, accounting all their ations for good, being afed by their 
own ſpirits, which (asthey thinke) are God, ſaying that God (but. 
truly not God) but; their -own accurſed ſpirits) willed -that they 
neſs, which they. eſteem to be pertett righteoufnes,calling that holi- 
neſsand righteoulnes which confiſts ina ſpatles conformity t& the 
Laws of Chriſt revealed in che Scriptare, which curbs the inſolency 
of che fleſh, and the laſts of the heart, a plaguy :and naſty bolineſſe, . 
that muſt be deſtroyed; {o that thoſe amongſt chem, that can- wick: 
the greateſt  impudency,' without che, leaſt; check or controubot 


tremble to chinke of ) they are the moſt perfet, and the moft” 

ſwallowed up in the will of God:to juſtifie theſe theic abhominati- 

ons, they ſay, the Aagels of .God ſware with. glorie 'and Aſh, 
; Fg = —_—_— 


\ 
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be done by them, ſtrengthning: themſelves :. 
with this opinion,that there is no 4in but what” concradits amang: 
ownelight, Cwhich is a mans only law) and fin is only fir to him - 
that thinks.ic ſo,and that thereis no hell but that cormenc that Men. 
ſuſtaine hepg croſhng their own light(which God knows is no= 


ſhould cur /eiand ſwear,and be drug 87 full themſelves with all unclan- 


[ conſcience,. commit the. moſt horrid abominacions, (which wee _ 


"= No 


< 
v4 
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which Angelsare | 
who theretore may {weare as they will, and chat with glory and 


Majeſty; Yea ſo great is their thral 4 mm and captivity, thicnow't he - 


Prine of the power of the dire, that rules in the hearts of theſe Chil- 
dern of diſobedience, hath ſo far the maſtery arid dominion over 


them, as that they are ready, not onely to fight. againſt God. 


| himfelfe in his ſpicicaal Ordinances, bat againſt-civilf ſotieties, 
violating the bonds of marriage,- and Lawes of Families; againſt 
the very principles and light of nature, which common juſtice, 
(remaining amongſt the Heathens ) would ſoon adjudge to merit 


ſevere puniſhment : and. certainely- thoſe -that ſhall: thus tran. . 
greſf all civill bonds, doe not only lye lyable to the juſt and: 


tearefal jadgement of God,but juſtly incurrethe puniſhmentof the 
_ Tulers of this world.-. _. Pha Tb 

Having thus laid open ſome of the principles, and evill prafices 
of theſe nen, even that root of bitternefſe, from which ſuch their 
ſmfull branches groms-bf which every one whoſe eyes are opened, 
- may diſcern what a fea 
God, and give heed to the motions of a deceitfull heart, and to 
the di&zces of a lying ſpirit : we ſhall now endeavour briefly 
to make manifeſt the ſandineſs, and dangerouſneſs of the foundati= 


' on whereupon theſe things are built ; which weſhall eſſay to do.by- 


proving; That the ſoule of man is not God, but a creature, created 
and madeby God: which will appeare both by Scripture and 
reaſon, if you confider. : att 


x, That God is incomprehenſible,the Heaven of Heavens cannot 
containe him, but the foule of man iscomprehended and contained 


in thebody. 5M : | 
. 0 is Almighty,buc che ſoul of man is not,: what ever God: 


will, that he can doe; but man deſires many things, and hath not 
power to accompliſhthem. - ' | 

3. God knoweth himſelf, and all things,the ſecrets of all hearts, 
things paſt, preſent, and co come; but alas! the ſoul of man knows 
not the Being of it ſelf, nor of the-leaft creature, he knows not 
what is done in another houſe next to him. 
©: 4- Theſoule is made and created, x Cor. 15. The firſt - Adam 
4s made a Hving ſonl, Fer. 3$. 16. It is written, As age on 


» 


Godin themn'( for all created Angels they deny J : 


ull thing ic is to- leave the Holy Word of 
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liverh that made us this ſoul, now to be made and croxtth -argues'a© _ > _— 
beginning, but God is withour beginning ; therefore the ſoul can- © 


not be God. | 

5:Godisthe God of the ſpirits ofall fleſh, Numb. 16.22. there is a 
ſpiric in the body'of which God is the Father, Heb.12.9. which God 
| s Within man,  Zech. 13. 1. with which ſpirit the ſpirit of God 

bears witnes, Ro.8.16. which plainly proves our ſpirit or foul co be 
acreature: the truth of which further appears in that God can deſtroy 
the (oul, - or caſt it untobell fire, Matth. 10. 28. in that the-ſoul may be 
converted, Pſalm. -19. 7. 1n that it flunds in need of deliverance and . 
7 ion, Pſal. 13.19. 34.22. 49. 8. But now God cannot 'be. 
deftroyed, neicher needs heany redemption atall. By this is it 
c__ oat ns ſoul is —_ and if not his foul —_— _— 
y, that is ſubje& to ſuch variety of diſtempers, aud ſo-nei- 
ther body nor ſoul. O therfore what a horrid thing isic for men to- 
affirm areGod, that madeand created all things, . that governs . 
the world, and thelike, and to father all their abominations upon. . 
the Lord, thinking him tobe altogether ſucha one as themſelves 
are! From hence we may ſafely conclude. . -- 9 5Þ 

I. That if the ſpirit be created by God,and is united to the body, 
then thoſe a&ians that are done by the body, aretheaQions ofthe 
wan. Ohow ſome men fighting againft the light, cry out, that it is 
Godin man only that a&s,char ſhall be ſaved,and the like, whereas 
it is evident that iris the man that ads, cither good things, viz. the 
man that beleeveth, prayeth, conformeth, and is bleſſed of God, or 
it is the man that finsand walks in diſobedience, which man is the 
ſubjetofdeftruQion. 

2, That if the ſpirit becreated by God, it muſt be ſubjeft to the 
wil and Law of the Creator:things created are for the praiſe of the 
Creator, weare made by God to ihew forth his praiſe, and by our 
obedience to declare: our ſelves tobe his children, we are not left at 
Uberty to run from God ; this was that that involved Adam at firſt 
in miſery, and till keeps his off-fpring in forrowand confution, 

3. That fin is the defeftion, variation from, or the tranſ- 
grellion of theLaw of our Creator, and not of our owne wills: 


| when wedothe the;things God forbids, or leave undone the things 


commanded, we fin againſt God the Lord, the Creator of ſoul and 
dy. | 3 
From the not nrancerpn of the creatures fubje&ion, & 
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3 relation unto God; flo | 
> of Scripture thar ſpeak of Chriſt himſelf. For it we ſearch the Scrip- 


, 
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walſo thoſe vain allegorizings of thoſe texts 


ture we ſhall ſee cleecly, that Chriſt Jeſus was not a figureor ſhadow 
of a ſubſtance tobe enjayedinow op hereafter (apohaſe men dream ) 
but the crueſuſtantial:;good ir ſelf; the/rrue MediatagGodund man, the 
ſubſtance of all figures, and ſhadows under the' Law, whith was a School- 
maſter unto Chriſt, Gal. 3. 24, The Apoſtle tels us, The Admini- 
trations under the Law, were a ſhadow of good things to come, the body 
or -[ubſtatice whereof. was Chriſt , or \was in Chrift, now it 'ig againſt 
common-fenfe and reafon,that one ſhadow'ſhould type ontanorher, 
and tharias carnali and fleſhly; as ir felfe, bur: the contrary hereof 
is moſt certaine, for Moſes and Joſhua being typicall- Savioxrrs, redee- 
ming the ſpirituall Iſrael out of Egypt into / earthly Canaan, muſt 
needshold ours. fabftantiall Saviour, that moft effe&ially ſhall re- 
deem the Spinztagll Tſrath, for dairh the Apoltle, -He' 35 able. to-ſave to 


the uttermeſt all that come to-'God-by bin, feeing heever liveth-to make 


interceſjiox for them; Heb. 9: 5.: He is the Alpha and Omega,: the Begim- 
ning and the ending, the firſt and the laſt, Rev; x18, Who faid to 


feare not, for I was dead,, and am alive/ for- evermore, _— and I hve 
the keyes'of Hell ind of: death. 'This' jeſus is nov only Trac men as 


toaching fleſh, bur: a'ſoi God cever: all--blefſed: for. ever; 'oF the mnoft. 


high God, Rome..g. 5;  Fobn the Baptiſt teſtifying of ChriR;'Fob. 2.24. 
faith, He that commeth from above, 1#5: above all, and: this-is trace of 


Chriſt as touching bis Godhead; whotatio istruly man, font and | 


body, conlifting ofa humane foul:;: and flefhily: body, and that af. 
ter? his: reſtrre@Qion,as appears Lid i24 39: lo reference to the 
Conjuntion of both humane and divine nature, ktfaith; Ivy downe 
my'life, and 1 take it up agdine, as man-he-died;' as Godheraiſtd hinsſelf 


 fromehe dead;' now-thar any ſhoald:be tovileand wretchtd as'ro 
cqunt theever-blefd Lard, who isthe mofthigh and blefied Savii 


aur; a fefaly. forme: and: ſtiadaw, becauſe according to. the infiriite wie 
donie and: loci of: \Godzi beriafſunied mani:nature, ) that 'he' might th 
become aire fit: and- ſuitable' $Sexiour-unto( them 3, wee ave - wounded 
in our-ſoulsto thinkethereof, and treinble #0 thinke whathardgeſs 
of heart, ingratitude andÞblindnefs of minde; fuch fouls-are given up 
9.3, and though they may.talke of beirig above rhe diſpenſation of 
Ghcift,the Kingdom being inchenm refigned upto :che Father; they 
tay they know not what; for before the office of Chriſts mediatorſhip 


CY 


ceaſcs, andthe Kingdome be refigned to the: Father, the: Scripture - 
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Heart Bleedings for Pro ors abo; a0 " 
expreſly tels ns, all enemies muſt be ſubdued under hy feet, Pfat. 
110.1. Pſal. 8.6.1 Cor. 15. 24,25; Heb. 2. 6,7. whichis nort-yeret-- 
feed, for Chriſts enemies, vis. 'the Devillz* Finne,' Babylon Anti- 
chriſt, the” oppoſite oppreſſing civil powers of the world, dath, and the 
grave, and theruleand authority they beare rule with, are not yer 
wholly yn put down, therefore the Office of his \Mediator- 
ſhip ſtill tands'in force ; Hence wee may ſafely conclude,  . 

Firſt, That if Chriſt be a ſubſtantial} Mediator, twaly fpirituall, 
his Goſpel then, which he and his Apoſtles hath declared, is 'noc a: 
bareoutward Relation, Hiſtory,or carnal Lerter,bur a fpiritual and 
ſubſtantial Truth and Myftery, containing the whole Minde, Will, 
and Law of God, for us and all Saints to believe and praftife 
throughout all Ages.  - 

Secondly, It muſtfneeds be as durableas the Mediator is, for the 
Law of Chriſts Prieſthood is as durable as the Prieſthood it ſelf, the 
Law depending npon the Priefthoodz for the change of the Pricft- 
hood and Law goes together, and fo the Prieſthood of old being 
changed, the Law then, and not till then was changed al fo, Heb 
%. 18. So when Chriſts Pricfthood is changed, then the Law of 
that Priefthood, and not till then ſhall be changed alſo. 

Thirdly, Tt muſt alſo'be granted, That the Scriptures which 


* doedeclarethis great myfterie of Jeſus Chrift and' his Goſpel, be 


the holy Scriptures, and the infallible Word of God, for it could 
never have cntred into the heart of man to have knowne or 
manitefted thofe hidden myſteries, had not. God himſelfe by his 


_ owne Word revealed them from Heaven 5; now the Scriptures 


are Gods Word, declaring his minde, making knowne his Coun« 
cel, being able to make the people of God wiſe unto ſalvation 
through faith which is in Chriſt Jeſus, being groen by the inſpiration-of 


"God, and are are? Dorine, for Reproofe, for Correfion, for In- 
b 


ion in rightecu that the man of God may be perfed, throught 
/Amwrb __ all car works, 2 Tim. 3. OE and hierelore not to be 
{lighted and nndervalued, as a dead Letter, a bare Hiftory, acarnall 
empty Story. Therefore dearely beloved brethren, webeg and in- 
treat you, and every one that loves his fonle, to fear and tremble at 
the thoughts of flightingand deſpifing Chriſt and his Goſpel, or 
any one of his laws;or holy commandemenrs revealed in his word, 
for know that God will ſet bis Son upon his boly Hill of Sion, Pſal. 2.8, ' 
and will call all his enemies that wy not have him to-reigne —— 
y- 260 a 


> £ ert feedt f for } 1G s abs 4 tions. 5 
lay them before him. He is to be received to rule over us as ” 
as well-as tobe an oblation for fin, ashe is a Prieſt and Sacrifice, fo 
alſo a Prophetanda King, to teach and govera his people, being the 
author of eternal Salvation toall that obey him. Therefore that 
3 man that departeth fromthe way of ſubje&tion coChrift in his holy. 
. * Commandments and Ordinances, refuſeth Chriſt to be his Lord, "4 
”F -,- King, and judges bimſelfe unworthy of eternall-life ; Wherefore we in. | 
= r compaſllion to your ſouls, and zeal for the glory of God, do | 


beſcech & exhort you, that you ftill keep the holy commandments, 
' as they were deliveredunto;you, that you doe {hew: the ſame dili - 
gence to the end(for he that endurerh cothe.end ſhall be ſaved )that 
yeſtand faſt, and earneſtly contend for the faith once delivered to 
- the Saints, that no man take your crown from you, and that. you 
take heed that you be norledaſide with:the workers of iniquity. O 
let none of us dally with the wayes of God, leſt we be given up to 
the error of the wicked, . even-'to thoſe horrible delufgons before 
mentioned, for God isa juſt and holy God. O that God would givt 
| hispeople this wiidomein all Nations to keep his holy command- 
. ments, for holineſs becomes his houſefor ever 3 O that Gods ſeve- 
rity might prevaile with all that profeſs his name, to ſearch their 
owne hearts, leaſt not receiving the truth in the loye thereof, they 
be given.up to ſtrong delufions to believe a lye, leſt they making. ſin 
. their Ks and pleaſure, God:make condemnation to be their 
wages,and diſanaulling theic league with hell and death, he pull | 
them down from the top of their vanity, whether they have above 
the heighcs of the clouds exalted themſelves, and laugh. at their de- 
ftrudion, and mack;when their feare comes. | | 
Ob, But many may be ready to obje&, that thoſe wha have faln 
into ſuch deſperate abominations, were ſometimes members of our 
Congregations,and from thence are apt to. contemn our profeſſion, 
and queſtion whether our way be of God. orno, ſaying, you ſee 
what your judgement lcads to. | 
Sol. In anſwer to this we fay,. 7 | 
4 1. That itisa great miſtake to judge that thoſe perſons were all 
b - of our ſocieties, for this we can clearly evince, that many, ifnor 
= moſt of them) were never members with.us. | 
_ 2. Suppoſe they had been all ofus ( which yet is not fo ) yet we 
fay thatnoge may thence reaſonably condemn our profeſſion, nor: 
our ſelves Soughe it, as not of God, which we doubt not, bur they 
will confeffe, it they conſider. . 1, That. 
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». That from the undenily ruths of Ge S%from the Chu: 
gathered immediately by the holy Apoſtles themſelves ( which by 

- a are granted to be IO, many profeſſors have gone aſtray;--. 
and faln into great condemnation :- Hymenews and Alexander niade 4 
ſhipwrack. of faith and a good. conſcience,  1.Tim, 1. 19, — $ 
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Payl by the Spirit, Take beed to fops Church of God whict be hath 
or I know 


after them. ; {0 allo. by the Apoſtle Peter, 2 Pet. 2.1, 2. 69, 


There ſhall be. ( faith he. ) falſe reachers among you,” who'privily Y 
ſball bring in damnable herefies, den ing the Cord hae bog SM 
ruRion, and many fit? 


follow their pernicious or laſciviaus wayes, by reaſon'of whionr 


_—— 
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not the Spicic, ver/.17,18,19. and from whom ſhall they ſeparate; . 
but from the true Churches of Jeſus Chrift, profeſſing the faith'of © ©: 
Chrif, and being baptized in his name (the Scripture no where ape” 
ſ proving any orher Churches, that we read of) Pitul alſo tells Timothy -  ©> 
the time would come ( 2nd ſurely thofe prophefies are now fulfilled} j 
when they would not endure. ſound doftrine, but after their. owne Its; .- -; 


Fn +. bb 
go SIS Ee, 2 


© * *þbap to themſelves nantbers,” having itchmgears, that ſhould turne away 
' their ears from the truth, giving beed unto fables. 


—_— " 2. God in his wiſdomepermits thele things,that thoſe which are - 


apronee may be made maniteſt, and thoſe thar ſeeme to be.what 
hey are not, may bediſcovered; for Hypocrites have "2nd will be 
creeping into'the Charth{ and thatno marvel, for Sata himſelte is 
transformed into an Angel of Light (but becanſe they receive not 
the truth in the love thereof, 'God ſends then ſtrong delutions that 
ey ſhould believe alye; that they all may be damned, who believe 
{| the triith, bac have peer in unrighceouſheſſe, 2 Thefſ. 2. 10, 
1 12 &c.-1- Job. 2.18, 19. . | | 
"4, Weecarinot wonder that thoſe who draw neer to God in the 
eprofeſſion of his name; beſos deſtitute of the power of god- 
bj thus fal away*for God will be ſan&ifed in thenrthat draw 


EY *to him, either in making them conformable to his Will to the: - 
| Praiſe of his grace,or cl{ein m—oripens | their falſhood, hypocrite & 
Sdocls wal 1g them dreadful _ es ofhis wonderful {everity, 
to theglorie of his Juſtice. Nadab and Abihu, for offering ſtrange 
fire, which the Lord commanded not, . were deftroyed by fire from 
Heaven,Lev. 10. 1,2,3. The Lord bimſelfe ere from Heaven, 
that his ways are righteous,and the juſt ſhal walk in them, but tranſ- 
Sreddors ſhall fall therein, Hoſc 1 44ult. The narrow parh of the Saints 
righteous walk,fuitsnot with thelicentious principles & intereſtsof 
carnal men,& though finners may be in Sion for a time, yet fear fur« 
riſes them,& by reaſon of the nay. & brightneſs ofthe wayes of 
 God;they cannot abide therin,butcaſt Chriſfts yokefrom their necks, 
becauſe ic will not be ſubſervient to their owneluſts. A remarkable 
exampleof Gods ſeverity againſt thoſe that ſometimes profeſſed the 
ruth, whoſe hearts were not right before God, we may ſee in Judas, 
din Ananias, and Sapphira, who for lying againft the holy-Ghoſt 
were ſuddenly deſtroyed, to the great feare of all the Church of 
7 Chrift:As innature the corruption of the beſt things,, is the greateſt 
*- corruption, ſo the greater profeſſion men make of the cruth, when 
once they be corrupted, they fall into. the groſſeſt abominations. 
Thexruthis,this is no ground to ſaſpe& our profeſſion, becauſe ſom: 
Fall from it, for who is it that fins the unpardonable fin, but one that 
profelſed the truth of the Goſpel, Fob. 1.5, 6. Who are thole that 
* _ .arextwicedead, plucked up by the roots? except thoſe that by pro- 
”  . feffion were formerly alive in the truth, 
 : | . Fifthly- 
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' Fifthly,and Hſtly, Wedoacknowledg;thowgh ſoineeminenttPros - © 
feffors of the ſame truth with us have faln fouly(Which bath been the - © 
occafion-of much griefeto us) yet it hath been hicherto,and-wekope 
ever ſhal be'our care(as they have bin by the Regt ay FW ns 6f | 


God diſcovered) according to our duty toput':them from among 


us, endeavouring to preſerve our ſelves from a eo. 


have fellowſhip with the unprofitable'works of dar efs, but rather 
to reprove them : We conclude this, faying of them that are; 


| , [gone 
from us,and faln into ſuch notorious wickedneſs,as Zohn faith They 


went from us becauſe' they were not 'of us, for if they had: been of #g;"# 
doubt they would bave continued' with us, but they: went ut: from us, 
that they might be manifeſt not to be of #s. T 37 1464, 5:44 /G A BUR 
Ifany ſhal judg what we have here declared doth favour of ancharts 
tableneſs, rigidnes,cenforiouſneſs8&birternes of ſpirizito. them: thas 
differnt from us; wedefire all ſtich feriouſly:to take notice, thatcens 
Toveandcharity'is not'the ſoothingofany in their fing;the healingaf 
wounds flighrly, the crying peace, peace, wkea ſudden deſtcuRionis - 
athand;ic is not —— wich untempered morter;bat itis a'trus 
loveto the Truth, and tval Mor the FT raths fake,confiting in plainy 


neſs and fimplicicy, engaging usto-endeavoutithe reftoring' of i 


that are faln, to pull them'&'brands: our-of the fires tos ] 5. 


the. faith once delivered tothe Saints, ro noe. ſuch-perſons that 
walk diſorderfy,to endeayour the preſerving of them that are ſound 
inthe faith. Bo de anon For: |, 


* 


While ſome men cry out agzinſtus fornncharicableneſingr Ml 8S- | 8 3 


down finand fgfull prattiſes,Q how uncharitable in truth are 
thitrcan'ſuffer God to be difhonoured, his Sanne' to beiviyified;'his - 
Truth-trampled under fooeghis. Ordinances fleipfited, anttlerrown 


and thouſandsof poor ſouls in danger of beingutcerly ſedi beg... 
- their own deftruction, and yct have. riot a-heart tors lent Tic | 


raQtfes, nor #rongueto plead againitthem,, whereby others mig 


b*forwarned v6frhcie\ſwits approaching, danger ; dur conftiences- 


bear witnes,that the honour of God,che love of his Truth;zeabforkis 
Name, and if poſlible, che faving'of ſouls from death, hath beeti'ths | 


prevailing argument With us, thus to expreſs vuriſelygs »beſeectilbg 


| theGoud and Father of our Lord Jeſs, Hive, by the ane power 


which raifed Him-fr0in'the had, he wou & 
to confirm thoſe who yeriabide inithe truth; co reftort'a?f thetiiple 
in heart, who are ready to tutng' aide: from thz yoyce of the'tiin 
Shepherd, and to follow ſtrangers andchecunaing Lighns 26d 


& make this /v5Wrothencalh 
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© Br: Dias Book, Inicaed Gopel hy in che, Vile and. Lavifble work 


Grown ht 


= - uiccnof theDelivayess thar walks upand:downe as a roaring T-yon = | 
| gv hom bet ay devour, who hath caſtdown many nn | 
-&fliin many frongmen: And that it may alſo to all men more fu]- 
Aydiicoverthe deſperate folly and madnes of thoſe who triumph in 
;thetr. proud imaginacions againſt the Truth and Scepter of the Lord 
Jetus, chacallway clearly ſeecheir houſe is the way to hell, going 
down ro the chambers of death, leaſt they, poor ſouls, throug fai- 
ned {peeches,bein inticed to yeild,and' forced through the flattering 
of their lips, ſhould goc after chem ſtcaightway. 45 an Ox goethto the J 
= Naughter,' 67 «5 a Foal tothe corre&ion.of the ſtocks,” till a dart ftrike thorow 
= #eir ler, baſting-as Birds to the ſnare, not knowing that it by their life ; 
and webyuncharicablc iilence would become galley their blood, 
- _ Nowbrechcen' wecommend. youto. God, and to the word of his 
- Brac which /igable to build you up, and to give.you an-inheritance 
| aayongalchemwhich are fanRtified, praying that you may fland up- 
or your watch, cloathed with-the whole armour of God, and that 
_ Foumay be kept blamelcfle, living by faith, -untill the comming of 
ourLord andSaviour Jeſus Chrift,not caſting iway.your confidence, 
TT which hath greatrecompence of rewayd; For yet a little while, and 
* Bethat ſhall come wilbcome, and will-noctarry. The grace of our 
© _ Lord Jefus Chriſt be with youall. -Amen.., |. +. ag 
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"CONFESSION 


FAILILRFH 


Of che ſeveral Congregations or Chur- 


ches of Chriſt in LoxD oN, which are commonly 
(though unjuſtly) called ANaBAaPTISTS. 
PUBLISHED, 


__ 


v»8” 


the ignorant; likewiſe for the taking off of thoſe a(- 
perſions which are frequently, bothin Pulpit, 
and Print unjuſtly caſt upon them. 


Unto which 1s added, 


HEART BLEEDINGS FOR 


OR 
A faithfull general Epiſtle( from the ſame Churches) pre- 


ſentedto all who have knowne the way of tuth, forewarning 
them to flee ſecurity, and careleſie walking under the Pro- 
feſſion of the ſame, diſcovering ſome of Sathans wiles, whereby 


alſo, wantonperſons and their ungodly wayes are 
diſclaimed. 


_— A 


, 


j 
' 


' But this I confeſſe unto thee, that after the way they call hereſie, ſs worſhip I the Ged of my 
Fathers, believing all things that are written im the Law and the Prophets, and have hope 
towards God, which they themſelves alſo allow, that there ſhall be a reſurrefion of the dead,” 
both of the juſt and unjuſt, As 24. 14. 15. 

For we cannot but ſpeake the things which wee have ſeen, and heard, Aft 4. 20. 
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Profeſſors abhominations; | 


For the Vindication of the truth, and information of} . 


| 


The third Impreſſion corre&ed. 


and L. Chapman at the Crowne in Popes-head Alley. 164 1. 


——_ —_— 
— — — — — — 


— 


LIMI 


Pd 


2003030 3800000000305 
SISCRSELOESL TOSS 
THE | 
4B PIST-F- 
READER. 


Courteous Reader, 


DT Here is nothing wherein Saints ſhould be 
more converſant then in promoting the 
honour of the Lord and his Chriſt,” ſtri- 
ving and.ſtudying to walke before hint a- 


when many account it their glorie to turne their baths upon 
what they profeſſed to have recezved from Chriſt] wee may 


A 2 ſtrive 


Prof 
A 2. 
/ *C 


| 
, F4 £ 


greeable to the truth recorded in his werd, 


To the Reader. 
ſtrive to honour God! by a ſtedfaſt continuance in what wee 
have received, and in a diligent ſpeaking the things: which 
wee have ſeene and heard from him, the weight of which at 
firſt prevailed upon us to declare unto the world this our 
Confeſlion of faith, and faithfull Epiſtle, which wee 
have againe reprinted, and made publique fer the rea ſons 
following. | 


Firſt, The invitations and earneſt ſolicitations of ſeverall 


of onr Brethren, from all parts of the Nation, whoſe hearts 
long to behold (in publique) our ſtabilitie. and perſeverance 


in the way and truth of ourGod, "that by it they may have 
wherewith, to put to ſilence thoſe who have lately taken liber- 


ty to reproach and undervalue the truth profeſſed by us. 

Secondly, That the warld may behgld that through grace, 
(by which alone wee ſtand.) 'we are preſerved. from back ſh- 
dingor revolting from the way anditruth, wee fas ſome yeares 
have followed God in, In which (through faith and sbedi- 
ence ) wee truſs to be continued, nnto the comming of our 
Lord and Saviour Jeſs Chriſt. | 


Thirdly, That wee might prevent Sathan and his accom- 
plices in- their enterp riſes, who have of late abounded anore. 
then. ordinary, with ſtratagems and inventions to circum 
vent poore Saints, in their ſtabilitie and love unto-the truth, 
among ſt which t his was no ſmall, one (in ſeverall remote. 
parts ) that wee had caſt off all onr. former prefeſſuon. and. 
praGiſe, ſo thi* none remained together; worſhipping God. 
in his way owning themſelves the Churches of Chriſt but were 
growne up to a further attainement and tight (as they ſay) 
to live more immediatly with God and Chriſt, then in ſuch 
low, meane, and contemptible a way as Ordinances, thinking. 

: | | thereby 


LIMI 


J 
] 
R To SE Reade r 


thereby to ſiumble and diſpearten many whoſe hearts were 


approved t8 God... 


F ourthly,”1 hat wee might take off prejudice from the 
hearts of thoſe ( many. of which wee have comfortable 


hopes ) who are or. may be. prejudiced - againſt ns, from 
theſe many inveives, and bitter unjuſt reproaches, DO: heal 


or may be ( for worſhiping our God according to our conſci.. 
ence and the rule of truth ) expoſed unto, and they (if it be 
the good pleaſure of our God )*come to underſtand 


Ou# prefo, and ſubje® themſelves to' the Lord' in his: 


comman 


oy; | 


F +45 


out of the ſtmplicitie of our hearts, andlet not prejudice pre- 
vent thy profitting , % but- make it thy - oreat care 
and ſludy to give up thy awnderſtanding to love and receive 
the truth ,” as it is in Jeſus 7delighting thy ſelfe in that 
Government,” which is by his owne handeitabliſhed in his 
houſe; be-not difheartned although thou ſhouldeſt heare 
of the miſcarriage of ſome,” k:owing that in many things 
wee ſiune . all, and come ſhort of the orace of our God, 
wor if thots Thowldeſt be advertiſed of the falling away of 


any 


of 


To the Reader. 
. any one, doe but conſider wee live in the laſt ages of the 
world, * Wherein many ſhall depart from the truth, 
(+ neither isit a new thing for men to relinquiſh their 
profeſſion.) X | 

* But firive thou to follow God fully,* and to ſtand 
faſt in the ſimplicity of the truth; and God our Father, 
and our Lord Jeſus Chriſt be with thee, and be thy euide 
av: Connſellour. 


Signed in the name, -and by the appoint- . 
ment of the aforeſaid ſeverall Churches, mee- 
ting in LONDON, 


William Kiffen, Edward Harrifon., 
Jorn Spilſbery, Richard Graves, 
Joſeph Sanſon, Edward Roberts, * 
Hugh Goſne]], Thomas Waters, 
Thomas Pault, _- Henry Forty, 
Joſeph Patfhall: . Thomas Young, 


| William Confer, John Watſon, L 


nn I 
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A ConfefGGion 


SILCIBED FYLT IHE 


TPO TORN POD POD JOU PIO RI OPIN 


A- 
CONFESSION OF FAIIH 


of the ſeveral Congregations or 


Churches of Chriſt in Londbz, which are 


\ commonly (though unjuſtly.) called 
ANABAPTISTS. 


TI: 
He Lord our God is but* one God,' whoſe «.. cor. g.- « 
> (abliſtence is in himſelfe ; whoſe eſſence Ifa. 44. 5. 
cannot be comprehended by any but him- Chap. 46. 9, 
ſelfe; who only hath immortality, *dwel- , act 214» 
ling inthe light, which no man can ap- FF nan = 
proach unto, who is in himſe}fmoſt holy, «py. 147. - 
= every way © infinite, in f oreateſſe,n * wil- f Devur, 32, 3. 
dome, power,love;' merciful and gracious, long 11 uffering and. ? P 26. $. 


abundant in goodnefle and truth, who giveth « being, moving 1' Fe T0 Ul 

and preſervati I1 res t-x0d. 34.6,7- 

| nd preſervation. to all creatures. Ale ell 
{ II Rom. 13. 35, 


In this divine and infinite being, there is the# Father the *r @g,, x 
> Word, and,the*holy Spirit, each having the whole divine » Joh. hl. 
« efſence, yer the eſſence undivided; all infinite without any < Chap. 15.26. 
beginning, therefore but * one God, who isnot to bedivided in "Exod, 3.14. 
nature, and being, biit diſtinguiſhed by ſeverall peculiar rela- - Tae $766; 
tve properties. ung. | 2 Ifa: 46. 10. 
| [26 Epheſ. 2. 2, 
God hath * decreed in himſelf, before the world was, concer- 0. 11. 33. 
ning all things,* to worke, diſpoſe, and bring them about (ac- Ages L833. 3 
cording to the counſel of his owne will ) to hisglory : yer with- _ Dn - P 
out being the Author of finne, or having fellowſhip with any, -1 $am. 10. g.. 
therein 26. - | 


2 A Confeſſio of Faith. 
Prov. 21. 6.” thereia) in which appeares his wiſedome in diſpoſing all 
_ 12 things ,unchangeablenctſe, power, and faithfnilnefſe in accom- 
Pal. x oy 55: pi{hing his deci ee : and God hath before the foundation of the 
Ia. 45.79, world, foreordaintd ſome men to eternall life, through Jefus 
Jer. 14. 22. Chriſt, to the praiſe and glorie of his grace; leaving the reſtto 
Mar.5.22.30, a in their {inne, to their juſt condemnation, and to the praiſe 


Col. 3.15, 179. £4... + a: 
Man-n9.no. Of his juſtice. he 


Rom, 3. 4. 

Jer, ba. fo In the* bzginning God made all things-very good; created 
=_ "” #5: man after his owne* image, tilled with all mect perfetion of 
" <acy | Hg nacure, and free from all tin ; but. long heabode nor in this 
: Gen. 1. :, honour, Satan uſing the ſubtilty of the4 Serpent, to ſeduce firſt 
Col. 1.16. Eve, then by her ſeducing Adam; who without any compulli- 
Ia. 45-12. on, incating the forbidden fruit, ,tranſgreſſed the command of 
. om 5. God, and fell, u hereby *death came upon all his poſterity,who 
c A ty 29. now are conceived in (in, and by nature the Children of wrath, 
(Gen 3.1.4,5 the ſervants of lin, the ſubjeRs of *death, and other mi(cries in 
. _ it. 3. this world,and forever,unles the Lord Jeſus Chrit ſet them free, 
er lim.2.14. | | 
fGal. bs, V . 5, 
12. Godinhis infinite * power and wiſdome, doth ' difpoſe all 
'9* things to the end for which they were created, that neither a= 
© ny-thing befalsany by chance;or without his* providence; and 
. 17, that whatſoever befals the Ele&,is by. his apppoincment, for his 

. Ic, glorie and their * good, 

11, V.1 : 
< Mate 10.29, All the Ele&being * loved of God, with an everlaſting love, 
3c, are * redeemed,quickned and ſaved,not by themſelves, not their 
Exod. 121.13. owne workes, leaſtany man ſhould boaſt, but only and wholly 
— +, by God of his free *grace and mercy through Jeſus Chriſt, who 
, ray wy YU ' is made unto us by God, * wiſdome, righteouineſſe, ſanRificati- 
d Epheſ'1.2.7 on, and redewption, and all in all, that he that rejoyceth might 
Ch.p. 2.8, 9. rejoyce in the Loid. | | 
x'Thel. 5. 9. VII 
* ARS 13-38: And this is life cte1 nall, that wee might knaw him the only 
0p65d8 py true God, and Jeſus Chriſt whom he hath fent. And on * the 
4 1Cor 4:30951 contrary,the Lord wil render vengeance in flaming fireto them 
Jer. 23-5. that know not God, and obey not the GoſpelFof Feſus Chriſt. 
* john.17-3. _ © | "F101 p26 Lug 


Heb. ſ. 9. J 7 1 bed! © I 
dr Thef 1.83, The rule ofthis knowledge, faith and obedienc a” — 


Joh. 6. 3s. | 


- A Confeſſion of Faith. 3 
the worſhip of God, in which is contained the whole duty of man , * Col. 2.' z 
i (not * mens lawes or traditions, but) only the word of God ares 9. 
coniained in the holy * Scriptures, in which is plainly recorded - | 
, x ? ryvef 34 
whatſoever is needfu]l for us to know,believe, and prattiſe, which 1g, , 
arc the only rule of holinefſe and ob<ience for a!! Saints, at all Ifa: 8. 20! 
times, in all places co be obſerved. | Gal.1.8,s 
IX Ads 3.22,2 

The Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ( of whom * Moſes and the Prophets « 

« TSR © - Sues et TY Gen.3.1 
wrote, the Apoſtles preached ) he is the * Son of God, the bright. Chap. 22.1 
neſſeot his glorie, &c. by whom he made the world, who uphol- & 4g. ro. 
deth and governethall things that he hath made; who alto when Dan. 7. 13. 
the © fulneſſe of time was come, was made of a woman, of the 9: *4 25.2 
Tribe of Judah, of the ſeed of Abraham and David; to wit, of the eg: k; 
Virgin Mary , the holy Spirit comming downe upon her, the yep, r. 8, 
power of the moſt High overſhadowing her, and he was alſo * Gal. 4. 4. 


tempted as wee are, yet without finne. 4 Heb. 7. 14 


: : Revel. 5.5 
with Gen. 49. 9. 10.Rom. 1, 3. andg, 10, Mat. I. 16. with Luke 3.23. 26, Heb. 2, 16.1 


$2, 3,4, $5. Heb, 4.15. 


Rn 21 Tim. 2. 
* Teſus Chriſt is made the Mediator of the new and everlaſting To- Heb. 9. 15. 


venant ofgrace between God and man ever to be* perte&ly & fully j a 4-4 
the Prophet, Prieſt, and King of the Church of God for ever more. "— 


| [. ; 
Unto this Othce he was appointed by *God from everlaſting,and 1 © pings 


in reſpeC& of his man-hood, from the womb called, ſeparated, and 49-15.* Iſa 
* and anointed moſt fully and abundantly with all gitts neceſſary, 7+ 2+3» 4, 
I 


RT _" ne gs , oe 
God having without meaſure 7 i out his Spirit upon him, ,;+ Lakes 


Concerning his Mediator-ſhip,the Scripture holds forth Chriſts k 14.6 Fe 


call to his Office : For * none takes this honour upon him, but he 3: 34: 
that is called of God, as was Aaron, it being an ation of God, *B<Þ.5 4353 
whereby a ſpeciall promiſe being made, he ordains his Sonne to 
this Office, which promiſe is, that Chrift ſhould be made a facri- 
fice for {inne, that he ſhould ſee his* ſeed, and prolong his dayes 
and the pleaſure of the Lord ſhall proſper in his hand: < all of Eeſti 
free and abſolute grace towards Gods ele&, and without any con- £91" 3- 1 
dition foreſeene in them to procure it. nom. 8. 33, 
: XITI © xa 
This Ofhce to be Mediator, _ is, to be Prophet Pricſt, Hcb. n: p 


and 


*Ia.53.r0 1 


FA A Confeſſuon of faith. 
and King of the Church of God, is ſo proper to Chriſt, {that nei- 


in, 7. 14, ther in whole or any part thereof, it cannoc be transferred from 
t54 12. himtoany other. ; 


+ $864 | XIV. 
oy £4: 5: - ThisOfficeto which Chriſt is called, is threefold, as *a Prophet, 
th ads 3. Prieſt, and © King: this rumber and order of offices is necetfary ; 
L. 23. for in reſpe& of our * ignorance, wer ſtand in necd of his propheti. 
Jeb. 3. I. & call office. And in reſpeC& of our great *alienation from God, we 
> 4 need his Prieftly office tO reconcile us: and in reſpe& of our aver(- 
: Cor.c. 20, nefie and utrer inabilitie to returne to God, wee need his Kingly 
&s 25. 12. Office to *convince,® ſubdue, *draw,' uphold and & preſerve us to 
291. 1. 27. . his heavenly Kingdome. 

joh. 16, 8, 

Plal. 110. 3. ; Cant. 1. 3. John 6. 44. 'Phil. 4. 13. £2 Tim, 4.18, 


.oh.1. 18. & X V. 
*« 49. 52 8: Concerning the Prophelie of Chrift, it is that whereby he hath 


- upd = ;. * revealed the will of God whatſoever is needtull for his Servants 


Mat. 23. io, to know and* obey ; and therefore he iscalled not only a Prophet 
Jeb. 3- 1, and Door, and the© Apoſtle of our profeſſion, and the © Angel 
Mal-3. 1. of the Covenant, but alſo the very * wiſdome of God, in whom 
{ oy E *+*- are hid all the treaſurcs of wiſdome and knowledge, who for ever 

(7  continaeth revealing the ſame truth of the Goſpell to his people. 


hn 1. 19, XVI. 

&s 3.22. Thathemight bea Prop et e ery way compleat, it was neceſſa- 
| rap 2 ry heſhould be God,and alſo that heſhuuld be man : for nnlefſe he 
2 9 had been God, he could never have perfe&ly underſtood the will 
har Jeſus of God ; and unleffe he had been man, he could not ſuitably Have 
arift is God nfolded it in his owne perſon ro men, 

wonderfi:!l, 

early expreTed in the Scriptures : he is called, The mighty God, Iſa. 9. 6. Thatgword was God, 
bn 1: 1. Clift who is God over all, Rom. 9. 5- God manifeſted in the fleſh, 1 Tim. 3. 16. 
he ſame is very God, 1 Jobn 5. 20- He is the firſt, Revel. T. 8. he gives being to all rhings, 
1d wichour him was nothing made, Job: 1, 2+ He forgiverh ſins, Matth. 9. 6. He is before 4- 
*aham, John 8. 58. He was, and is, and ever will be the ſame, Heb. 13.8. Heis alwayes with 
is £0 the end of th- world, Mat. 28. 29. which could not be ſaid of Jeſus Chrift if he were nor 
20d. AnJrto the Son he ſaith, Thy Throne, O God, is for ever and ever, Heb. 1.8, John 1. 

8. Adis 20. 29, 

*Alſo, Chrilt is not onely perfe&ly God, but perfe& Man, made of a woman, Gal. 4. 4- made of 
he ſeed of David, Rom. 1. 3. Comming, Our of the loyns of David, A; 2. 30. of Jeſeand Ju- 

ab, A, 13.23. In that ne Children were partakers of fleſh and blood, he himſclfe };Rewiſe 

poke part with chem, Heb. 2.14, he rooke not on him the nature of Angells, bur the feed of 

Ibrahan, Verf. 16. $3 that we are bone of his bane, and fleſh of his flefh, Ephe/ 5. 30. So that 

ie that ſanRifierh, and they char are fanRitied, are all of one, Heb. 2. 4 1, Sec Acts 3, 22. Deur. 


8.15. Heb.1,1, 
XV II. 


A Confeſſucn of faith. c 


XVII | ; 
Concerning his* P:tefth ood, Chriſt having fanftifed him lfe, *Jokn 17. 56 
bath appeared once to put: away finne, by that one offering of Heb. 3.-7; 
himſclte a ſacrifice tor finne, by which he hath fully finiſhed and ? & 10, I2 
ſuffered all things God required for the ſalvation of his cle, Robots © 
and removed all Rites and Shadows, &c. And is now entred with- Collof. r. 24 
in the vaile, into the Holy of Holies, which is the preſence of God. Epheſ. 2. x 
Alſo,he makeshis peoplea ſpiritual houſe an holy Prieft-hood to Ef, 75- Re 
otcr up ſpiritual Sacrifice acceptable to God through him. Neither 7; 3+ 


| OD es. Heb. 9. 24 
; doth the Father accept, or Chriſt offer to the Fatier any other 7 :per.- 
worſhipp or worſhippers. Joh. 4.23 2 


| A VTIII. 
This Prieſttood was not legall or temporary, ibut according to gHeb-7, 77 
the Order of? Mefchiſedec, and is ſtable and perte&, not fora? time, , ge 2 y 
| but for ever, which is ſuitable to Jeſus Chriſt, as to him taar cver 2, 25. 4 
liveth : Chriſt was the Prieſt, Sacrihce, and Altar : he was a Pricft, *Hch.5.6. 
according to bothnartures ; he was a ſacrifice according to his hu- *Heb.15.1c 
mane nature z whence in © Scripture it is attributed to his body, ors "i 
£0 his *blood : yet theeftetualnefle of this Sacrifice did depend up- —_ SY - 
on his divine nature, therefore it is called the blood of God. He ag: 20. 25 
was the Altar according to his *divine nature,cit belonging to the tHch.g. 14 
*Altar to ſanQife that which is offered npon it, and ſo it cught to ? 3-!0,72. 
be of greater dignity then the facritice it ſelte. John oy 1 
XKX1IX. 2 INS 
Concerning his Kingly Office, *Chriſt being riſen from the Pers al 
dead, and aſcended into heaven, and having all power in heaven yar.28.18 
and carth, he doth ſpiritually governe his Church, and doth cxer- 20.Lu. 24. 
ciſe his power overalh Angels and men, goodand bad, to t he pre- A&s 1.1. 
ſervation and ſalvation of the Ele&t,and to the over-ruling and de- Ys Jo 
ſtru&tion of his enemies. By this Kingly power, he applyeth the 80 " pe 
benefits, virtue, and fruits of his Propheſie and Prieft-hood to his Rom. 5.6, 
Ele, ſubduing their finnes, preſerving and ſtrengthening them in &14-17! 
all their conflis againſt Satan, the World, and the Fleſh, keeping 5-22-23: 
their hearts in faith and filiall teare by his Spirit: by this his migh- OY 
ty power he ruleth the veſſels of wrath,ufing, limiting and reftrai- 5,þ, 1 s 
ning them as it ſeemes good to his infinite wiſdome. 2 Ly 7,18 
, : Epn.4.1 
This his Kingly pawer ſhall be more fully manifeſted v hen he hal I Z 
come in glory to reign among his Saints, when ſhall put downe al ,; pode, 
cule & authority underhis feert,that the glory ofthe Father may be ,Theſ.z 
| B 2 perfealy 1Thel. 
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«BT, 20. 


Lpheſ. 1. 14, 
fb $.9. Mac 
1271. Joh, I7 


Heb.7. 25 


C Cor. 2. $2. 
tom. 8.29.30 tO his Father in their bchalfe, and to-them doth Godby his Spirit 
{ap 5. 12. apply this redemprion, as alſo the tree gift of eternal life and glo- 
bh, 15, 13. 


ohn 3. 15. 


pkel. 2. 8. 
pha 6, 29. 

> 4+ 1.0» 

(hl. I, 25. 
Fal. 5. 22» 
Yn 17. 17. 
"eb.4.11,12- 
»hn 6. 62, 


lat 7 24- 29. 
2" 13.10. 

>h 10.28.29- 
\Per. 1,45,0- 


+ 49+ 13.14+ 
I &. 


>IMN.Tlo. 17, 
COL. I- 20. 
xOM. 9.19- 
EzeR, 15.16, CICALTUTE 3 
MH. 3.12; 


A Confeſſron of Faith. 
pecteftly maniteſted in his Sonne, and th: glory of the Father and 


the Zon in all his Members. 


Teſus Chriſt by his death did purchaſe ſalvation for the Ele 


XXL. 


Lo 
CC 


that God gave unto him : Theſe have intereſtin him, and being 
called have fellow(hip with him, for whom he makes intercelſton 


ric js given to them and none elſe. 


XX II. 


Faith is the ? gift of God, wrought in the hearts of the Ele, by 
theSpirit of God ; by which they come to know and believe the 


truth of the* Scripturcs,and the excellency of them above all other 


writings, & all things in the world, as they hold forth the lorie 
of God in his attributes, the excellency of Chriſt in his nature and 
othces, and of the power and falriefle of the Spirit in its workings 
and operations, and fo are inabicd to caft their ſoules upon this 


truth thus believed. 


All thoſe that have this pr 


XX Il. 


ecious | faith ] wrought in them 


b 


the Spirit, can never finally nor totally fall away, ſeeing the gitts 


of God are without repentance, 10 that he till begets and nouri. 


ſheth in them faith, repentance, love, joy, hope, and all the graces 


XXIV. 


of the Spirit unto immortalitie ; and though many ftormes and 
flouds ariſe, and beat againſt them, yet they thall never be able to 
take them otf that foundation and rock, which by faith they are 
faſtned npon; notwirhſtanding, through undelief and the cempra- 
ons of Satan, the ſenlible {ight of this jight and love, be clouded 
and overwheimed fora time; yet Godis ti'! the ſame, and they 
thall beſurero be kept by the power of God unto ſalvation, where 
they ſhall injoy their purchaſed poilelſion, they being engraven up- 
on the palms of his hands, and their names having been written in 
the book of life from all eternity. 


Faith is ordinarily *5egotten by the preaching of the Goſpel, or 


word of Chriſt, without reſpe& tv* any power or agency in the 
bur'ic being wholly * paſlive, and dead in treſpaſſes and 
fiancs, doth believe, and is converted by no Jelſe* power then that 


gom-I. 15 hich raiſcd Chriſt from the dead. 
pheſ.1-15 
Pl, 2.12, 


AC 0nfeſſron of Faith, 

XXV. 
Thepreaching ofthe Goſpe?, to the converſion gs 
"abſolutely free ; nv way requiring ag abloJutely necelſary, any Iſa. 55. r. 
qualitications, Preparations, or rerrours of the Lair, Or preceding loh.7.37. 
min'ftry of the Law ; but only and alone the naked foule, a® jtn- ? 1Tim.1.15 
nerand ungodly tg receive Chr 


It crucified, dead, an buried, and 2 4: 5. 
riten againe, who is madea Prince and a Savi 


< y 
y . {Oh, ſ.1 
of {inne; $, 18 + 


n x: 5 8.AF. Fi 
| | | our for ſuch Iinners 31g ,. 36. 
; as through the Goſpell ſhall be brought to believe on him, Cor. 1, 22, 
X X 4 . : 


The ſame power that conve ts to faithin Chri; 


*/coule through all dutics;, temptations, conflics, 


7 5 21 
5 Carrieth on the © Pet. 7.5. 
whatſoever a believer is, 


STEW Or.12. 
fuftetings; and bl Co ; 


he is by * e, and j don a1 a 

; 5 Dy grace, and is carre ON1N al obe. Phi. 2.12, 

dience, and temptations by the ſame. John 15, 5 
| XXVIEL. 


Gal, S. T9,2 
* All believers are by Chrif;, uniced to God 3 by which union, *I Theſfr. 
| God is one with then, and they are one With him ; and that all loh. 17. 2, 
| believers are the * Sons of God, and JjOynt heires with Chriſt 66-;,5 Heb. 
whom belong all the promiſes of this lite, and that which is to = "2 

come, 


*Gal.2, 

| XXVI1.I. —" 
Thoſe that have union with Chriſt, are Tuſtified fron; 2178 their *I Tohn x 

imnes by the b'ood of Chriſt; which is a gracioug Heb.1o, x, 
and fy1! acquittance of a gullty ſinner from a!l ſinne by God. ® ** 2 Ce 
through the {atisfaRion that Chriſt hath made 6, 1; 


thcir {innes, and this is t 


by his death for all 27. a0 

the oO be applyed by the Spiric throngh be. 38, 39. Ro 
leving, — 
þS *+ 3 | 


All believers are xa holy and®* and ſanQified people 
fanctitication is a {peciall fruit of the * new Covena 


tet of the © love of God manifeft-d in the foule, wh 
lever preſſeth after a heavenly and Evangelicall © 


the commands, which Chritt as head and King 
nant hath preſcribed to them, 


> Ephe. x. 
ercby the be. Toh. 4i 16 
I lar, 28, 2c 


X 
> | X XX 
Albclicvers thro 


ugh the knoy ledge of * that juſtification ot life *2 © 


g1V<EN by the Father, and brought forth D7 the blood of Chriſt, he 2 
have as their great priviledye of that ncw® covenant, Peace with *1,, $4 
God, and reconciliation, whereb, they that were atarre off are & 26, b 

mad: nigh, by by © that b'ood, and taye "peace Pailing all unde 
ſtanding ; yea,' joy in God Us 


: t- Eph.2. 13.14 
through our Lyo:d Jeius Chriſt, by 4 Ephef. ; 


7 
whom . 


: - A Ccnfiſſuon of Faith. 


30m. 5, 19.1. * whom wee itave received the atonement. 

om 2-1 - . % RA. = R 

M Epheſ. £* | All believers in the time of this lite, are in a continual] * War = 

1,121; fareandcombarte againſt jinne, ſelte, the world, and the Devill ; 

*Heb.2.9,r0. and areliablc to all manner of afflictions,* cribulations, and per - 

; Tim: 3.12. ſecutions, being © predeftinated, and appointed thcreunto, and 

_ *: 29. whatſocucr the Saints poiiztſe or enjoy of God fpicitually, is by 
et 3 3» faith : and outward and temporall things are lawtally enjoyed by 

Car. 5, 752 Acivill right, by them who _ i 

eut. 5.5, ; 

1 Theonly ſtrength by which the Saints are enabled to encoun- 

>a; 3 ug ter with all oppoſitions and * trials, is * only by Jeſus Chriſt, who 

bon. 4.1. isthe Captaine of their talvation, being made perfe& through 

Aeb.2. 9,10 ©ſutferings, who hath engaged his talthfulneſſe and ſtrength to aſ- 

zTim.4. 18. ſift them in all their affi&ions, and to uphold them in all their 

teniptations, aad to Preis ve them by his power to his everlaſting 


, Kingdome, and glorte. 


- 


XXTlIII. 

Mat. 11.1i. Jeſus Chriſt hath here on earth a ſpirituall Kingdom, which is +» 
;Thelf. 1.15. hisCharch, whom he kath purchaſed and redeemed to himfelt'as a | 
£ —_ *- peculiar inheritance; which Church isa company of viſible Saints, 
 - AS b called and ſeparated from the world, by the Word and © Spirit of 
{9.8,9.8& 26, God, to the vilible profeſſion of the faith of the Goſpel, * being 
#8, 2 Cor. 6. baptizcd into that faith, and joyned to the Lord, and each to 0- 
7. Rev.18.4, ther, by mutuall conſent in the *praCicall enjoyment of the ordi- 


Nieh 1 \6 nances, commanded by Chrift their Head and King. 


Rom. 19, 10, Matth. 18. 19, 20, Aﬀts 2.42. * As. 26.1 Pet, 2. 5, 


; ; RAXIAV. 

= 15, Fo this Church he* hath made his promiſes, and given the fligns 
it Cori. 24, of his Covenant,? preſence, acceptation, love, F bleſſing, and *pro- 
£3.21. 2Cor. tection, Here are the Fountains and ſprings of his heavenly graces 
- 18. Rom 9.*flying fortht refreſh and ſtrengthen them. 

£5 Pſ.13 3.3. KANXV, | 
_—_ And all his Servants, of all eſtates ( are to acknowledge him" to 
b . b= their Prophet, Prieft;and King ) and called thither to be cn- 
iARs5:.41.47- rolled among his houſhold ſervants, to preſent their bodics and 
$@.4-3. 1Cor. ſoules, and to bring their giits God hath given them, to be under 
26.7, 12, 18. 5; heavenly conduR and government, to lead theic lives in this 


= 9-40.37- erec. > Garden, to have communion 
2 walled Sheepfold, and waterec *(arden, to | 
pane. 4. I 2» P J here 


4 
OPT, 


A conf-ſſiou of faith. 9 
here with his Saints, that they may be afſureÞFthat they are mad? 

meet to be partakers of their © inheritance in the Kingdom of God; Eph. 2. 19. 
and to ſupply each others wants, inward and outward; ( and al- 227-12: 4: 
though each perſon hath a *propricty in his owne eſtate, yer they 2 ww 
are to ſupply each others wants, according as their* neceflity ſhall< as zc, 32 
require, that the name of Jeſus * Chriſt may not be blaiphemed *ats 5. 4. 
through the neceility ot any In the Church) and alſo being come, *At.2.44,. 
they are hereby himſcife to be beltowed in their ſeveral order, due 2 OG 3 
place, peculiar uſe, being titty compa and knit together * accor- T__— _ 26 
ding to the effetuall working ot every part, to the edefying of it ® Ephel. 4. 10 


ſeite in love, : 
RXXXVI. eat 
4 #— Ky 2 . 1.23, 2 ( 
Being thus joyned, every Church * hath power given them from 8's. 2. with 
Chriſt, tor their wel-being, to chuie amongſt themſelves meet per- 15. 22.25, 
ſons for? Elders and Deacons, being qualiticd according to the *Rom. 12.7, 
Word, *as thoſe which Chritt hath appointed in his T«<ſtament, or 3-508 
for the fceding, governing, ſerving,and building up of his Church, , ls. 


. » 28, He.13.7, 
and that none haveany power to * impoſe on them either theſe or zPer.5. ;, : 


any other, 1 1 Pete 4, 13 
XY XVII. Heb.5.4:8 
That the Miniſters lawfully calledas atoreſaid, ought co conti- zo. 3, oY : 
nue in their calling and place, according to Gods ordinance, and 20. 28, 29. 
carefully to feed the flock of God committed to the:r, not tor fil- Rom. 12. 7, 4 
thy lucre, but of aready mind. is 7.1 
XXXVIII. 5 
Baptiſme is an Ordinance of the *new Teſtament, given by OS 
Chriſt, to be diſpenſed upon perſons profefſing faith, or thar are mzrs. 
made Diſciz les ; who upon profeſſion of faith, and defiring of 4&2. 37, 31 
ir, ought ro be baptized, & aiter to partake ofthe Lords Supper. © 5- 35, 3 
LXITE, 36, wal, 
That the way and manncr of the* diſpenſing this ordinance, is «yy, 7 : 
dipping or plunging the body under water; ir being a {igne, mult Mark F, pe 
anſwer thethings Ggnified, which is, that intereſt the Saints have reads [| int 
inthe*® death, buriall, and reſurre&ion of Chriſt : And that as J4an} in 
certainly as the bedy is buried under water, & riſcn atain, ſo cer- — : 
tainly ſhal the bodics of the Saints be raifed by the pou ec of Chriſt, «pang " | 
in the day of :he reſurrection to reigne with Chrift, 14. with Hel 
To. 22, 
Rom. 6 3,4, 5,6.1Cor. if. 23,29, The word Bapt'ſ5, fignifies to dip, or piun2e (yet 
as convenient Garments be bo:h upon the Alminiſtraco: and ſubjet wich all modefty ) waic 
55 alſo 0.r practice, as many eye: wicnetles can teſtify. Io 
> © =O 


| pg 
A Confeſſion of (Faith, 
AL. 
The perſon deiigned by Chriſt ro diſpenſe Baptiſme, the Scrip- 
cre holds forth to be a Diſciple; it bzing no whcre tied to a pare 
lar Cnurch-oftficer, or perion extraordinarily ſent, th: Com- 
120, 1 Cor. mition injoyning the adminiſtration, being given to them as con- 
24. wh fidercd Diſciples, being men able to preach the Goſpel. 
LO, IO.LS, + 6 4 
Chriſt hath likewiſe given power to his Church to receive in, & 
caſt out, any Member that deſerves it, and this power is given ro e- 
' very congregation, & not to one particular perſon, either Member 
',. or Officer, but in relation to the whole body, in reference to their 
' faith and fellowſhip. 
ALES | 
And every particular Member of each Church, how excellent, 
great or learned ſoever,is ſubjeX to this cenſure and judgement;and 
that the Church ought not without great care and tendernefſe, and 
due advice, but by the rule of faith and truth, to proceed againſt 


XLITI. 
Chriſt for the keeping of this Church in holy and orderly 
communion, placeth ſome ſpeciall men over the Church, who by 
3:3. 20, their officeare to governe, overſee, vilit, watch, ſo likewiſe for the 
£10.34,35 better keeping thereof, in all places by the Members, he hath gi- 
[+ 15s. ven authority, and laid duty upon all to watch over one another, 
|» Hah XLIV. 
jou = Alſo ſuch to whom God hath given gifts in the Church, may 
*Cor.1z.7, and ought prophefie, according to the proportion of faith 
hel. 5.19, and ſo to teach publiquely the word of God, for the edification, 
P 20,21. exhoctation, and comfort of the Church, 
:|.2. & 3, W337 
Thus being rightly gathered, and continuing in the obedience 
of the Goſpell of Chriſt. none are 'to ſeparate for faults and cor- 
. ruptions ( for as longas the Church confifts of men ſabjeft to fai- 
« Tings, there wil be difference in the true conftituted Church) until 
* they have in due order, and tendernefle, ſought redreſſe thereof. 
| KEV I, 
bor. 4.17. Andalthough the particular Congregations be diftinit and ſe- 
$4433-6- & yerall * bodies, every one as a compadt and knit? Citie within it 
6 bPI4:122 C\fe. yer are they all to walke by one rule of truth ; So alſo 


opt Ke >, they (by all meanes convenient) are to have the counſel and help, 
one 


$am- 3-25. 


{D. 
WS, I2. 
Jr. 1. 10. 


+ 


A Confeſſion of feith. It 


#. 's BLY - , "© it. tt dA&T5,2; 
one of another, if neceſſity require it, as members of one body, in Chir: 8:42 


the common faith,under Chrift their head. | 13o8 
XLVII. | 

A Civill * Magiſtracy is an Ordinance of God, up by him for * gom. 13. 
the puniſhment ofevill doers, and for the, praiſe of them that doe 2 53, 
well; andthat inall lawfull things, commanded by them, ſub- * Pet: 2+ 
je&ion ought to be given by us in the Lord, not only tor wrath but |. , . 2 
for conſcience ſake; and that weeare to make ſupplications, and —  '* 

prayers for Kings, andall that arein authority, that under them, ,@., .. 
we may live a quiet and peaceable life,in all godlinefſe and honeſty... ,. 9. &: 
| SENELES | | 28. 29.41. 

That wee have great cauſe to bleſſe God and to be thank- & 209, 23. 
full for the peace and liberty wee enjoy in the ſervice of our = ef. x ; 
God nnder the preſent government, but it the Magiſtrate x np w 
ſhould not favour us herein; * yet wee darc not ſuſpend & 6, 7,10.2 
our praiſe, becauſe wee believe wee ought to goe on in =» 
obedience to Chriſt, inprofeſling the faith which was once delive- »* Tims. 1 
red to the Saints, which faith is declared in the holy Scriptures, , As he 
and this our confeſſion of faith a part of them, and that wee are to x Cor. r4. 3 
witnes to the truth of the old & New Teſtamentunto the death if c Rev. 2. 20 
neceſſity require, in the midſt of all trials and affliftions, as his ** Tim.4-6, 


Saints of old have done ; not accounting our goods, lands, wives, 
children, fathers, mothers, brethren, Siſters; yea, and our owne ond a 
livesdeare unto us, ſo wee may finiſh our courſe with joy, remem- Pal. 49. 7. 
bringalwayes that wee oughtto® obey God rather then men, who Plal- 50. 22. 


I4.T0.z 


will when wee have finiſhed our courſe, and kepr the faith, give 
ns ©the crowne of righteouſneſſe;/ to* whom wee muſt give an ac- **5 $33.4 
count of all our ations, and no man being able to- diſcharge us of Dt AY 
the ſame. X LIS Deur. 6. 1 3 
; Rom. 1, 9, 
It is lawfull for a Chriſtian tobe a Magiſtrate or Civil Officer ; 2 ©9r- 19.11 
andalfo it isJawfull to take an Oath, fo it be in truth, and in (1, *- _ 
judgement and in righteouſnefſe, for confirmation of truth, and The 4. 6 
ending of all ftrife ; and that by raſh and vaine oathes the Lord is Rom-13. 5,6, 


provoked, and this Land mournes. Mat. 22. 21 
Tits 3. 
Wee are to give unto all men, whatſoever is theic due, as their ne 5. 


place,age, eſtate requires ; and that weedoedefraud no man of any Eph. 5.22.2 
thing, but docuntoall men as wee would they ſhould doe untous, & 6: 1. 9. 
C I» There T'*- 3- 7524 


f 'T2 Heart bleedings for Profeſſors abominations. 
(3vs 4 oben I. ; There ſhall be a *ceſarce&ion. of the dead, both of the 
' "= jaſtand anjuft, and every one ſhall give an account of himſelfe to 


od, that every one may receive thethings done in his body.accor- 
ding to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad. y_ 


The Concluſjon. 


Hus wee defire to give unto Chriſt, that which is bis,” and unto all law- 
full Authority that which is there due, and'to owe nothing to any 
man but love, to live quietly andpeaceably, as it becommeth Saints, endea- 
-vouring in. all things to keep a yood con ſcience, and to doe' unto every man 
what judgement ſoevzr ) as w2 would they ſhould doe unto us, that as our 
prattiſe is, ſo it may prov2 us to be a conſcionable, quiet, and harmleſſe peo- 
ple ) no wayes dangerous or trouble ſome to humane ſocietie ) and to Iabourr 
and work with onr hands, that w2 may nt be chargeable to any, but to ojve 
fobim that needeth'both friends and enemies, accounting it more excellent 
to giv? then to receive, Alſo we confeſſe that 'we know but in part, and wee 
are ignorant of many things which wee deſire and'ſeeke to know, and if a- 
ny ſball dve us that friendly part to ſhew us from the wordof God that wee 
ſee not, wee ſhall have cauſe to be thank full to God and them. But if any 
man ſhall impoſe upon us any thing, that wee ſee not commanded by our 
Lord Feſus Chriſt, wze ſhould in his ſtrength rather embrace all reproaches 
and tortures of men, to be ftript of all outward comforts, and if it were poſ- 
fible, to die a thouſand deaths, rather then to dee any thing againſt the leaſt 
title of the truth of God, or againſt the light of our owne couſciences, And if 
any ſhall cal what we have ſaid Hereſie,then do we with the Apoſtle acknow - 
ledge, that after the way they call Hereſte, worſhip we the God of our Fa- 
thers, diſclaiming all Herefies, (rightly fo called ) becauſe they are. againſt 
Chriſt, andto be ſtedfaſt and mmoveable, alwayes abounding in obedience to 
Chriſt, as knowing our labour ſhall not be in vaine in the Lord. 


P's-A Le 74. Zt, 22. SOEEeeg 
Ariſe, O God, plead thine owne cauſe 5 Remember how the foo- 
liſh man blaſphemeth thee dayly. 
0 let not the oppreſſed returne aſhamed, but let the poore and nee- 
ay praiſe thy name, 


Come Lord: Jeſus, come quickly. . 


To 


. _ : * v 
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Toallthe Churches of God ſandtified 


in CHRIST. JESUs, called to be Saints, 


with all that in every place profeſs thename of 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, both theirs and ours. 


Beloved Brethren, 


z1 Aaving theſe many yeares, through the grace 
and free mercy of our God, been kept in 
the profeſſion of the name of Chriſt, con- 
tained in the Holy Scriptures of the Pro- 
phets, and Apoſtles; and finding the ex- 
ceeding benefit and comfort of walking 
2 with Godin ſome meaſure ſuitable to what 

| GL he hath made knowne unto us; and wel] 
knowing that wee are called to live in the laſt Ages of the world, 


- wherein iniquitic aboungs, and the loye of many waxeth cold ;, as 


likewiſe conſidering thoſe peculiar times ſpoken of in the 2, of 
Tim. 3. 1, &c. are come upon us, wherein men, who, ſometimes 
have made large profeſſion of God and godlinefle, are turned 
aſide tocommit - anita of uncleanneſs with greedineſs, having 
turned ;the grace of our Lord Jeſus into Jaſciviouſneſſe, calling 
darkeneſſc light, and light darknefſe, by meanes of whom: the way 
of truth is evill ſpoken of ; and many poore ſouls through temp: 
tations ready to quit their profeſſions, and to be taken with, their 
ſnares z, we thought it ourduty to declare our utter diſlike, ab- 
horring, and deteſtation of all ſuch evil] perſons, and wayes, who 
Gall ahfer any pxetence whatſoever. plead for, or pratiſe anyway 
bo) > ec pw, 
And having been through the goodnefſe of our God, inabled co 
diſcern the ſecret, and ſubtilldefignes, and ſnares of Satan, which 
he hath laid to entrap poore ſouls in, by carrying them from ſtep 
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to ſtep, untill they have been wholly captivated in his ſnares, and 
fitced by him to doe him ſervice. | | 

We could do no leſs, then according to that meaſure of light we 
have received fromthe Lord,to diſcoyer his Wiles,and Stratagems, 
and to Caution all that profeſeſs the fear of the Lord,to watch over 
their owne hearts, and wayes, and to take heed leaſt they fall into 
the ſame condemnation, 

For this we have found, that that way which God in his infinite 
wiſdome, taketh to bring ſouls unto himſelte by, viz. the pre- 
ſenting unto men his mw love, in giving Jeſus Chriſt to ſuffer 
death, and his great ſalvation to all that believe in his name, Satan 
that old Serpent through his inſtruments under. the ſpecious pre- 
tence of beating men off from all falſe reſts, endeavours with all 
his ſtrength to oppoſe and make void ; perſwading the. Sons and 
daughters of men, that what is declared concerning the death-of 
Chriſt at Feruſalem, and his bearing our iniquities in his own Body 
upon the Croſs, is but a meer hyſtory & ſhadow,that the Scriptures 
arebut a letter, and: the Ordinances of God but fleſhly-formes, 
thereby labouring to beget in the peoples mindes, a contempt, and 
{light eſteeme of Chriſt, his Word, and Ordinances ; and that he 
might cheat them to purpoſe, tels them of a God within, and a 
Chriſt within, and a Word within : and that God, and Chriſti, and 
they are one,without any cruediftin knowledg of the true mean- 
ing ofthat which is expreſſed ; whereby poore ſoules' with great 
and'ſwelling words of vanity, triumph ina great myfterie of meer 
nothing, but emptineſs, and confuſion, ſpeaking things whereof 
they know not ; and many poor ſouls knowing ſuch expreſſions 
to be Scripture Phraſes, doe greedily embrace them, without -a 
rrue, diſtin&; and cleer underſtanding the ſenſe of what is 'fpoken, 
having the perſons of thoſe who ſpeak ſuch language in great ad- 
miration, as the chief, tender, charitable, knowing, high and ſpiri- 
tuall Chriſtians ; whereas, indeed although the words fpoken by 
them, are many of them true in themſelves (without which Sacan 
could-not ſo effeRually deceive) as that God-and Chriſt, -and the 
Spirit dwell -in us, and: that -God:and Chriſt,-and the Saitrs are 
one; Yetare we to underſtand this union tobe only in a 'way of 
relation through participation of the ſame ſpirit, & this dwelling 
to be only in reſpe&t of grace, and powerfull operation; and'in- 


fluence. 
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fluence, working in the hearts of believers,: according to the tener 
of the new Covenant, in making men holy and humble, purifying 
their hearts, cauſing them to walke in all good conſcience towards 
God and man, all which by them is trampled under foot, and ano- 
ther kinde of union, and indwelling driven at in their diſcourſes, 
which although covertly expreſſed, untill by craft and ſubtilty, they 
have prepared the hearts ot ſimple and unſtable ſoales, to receive 
whatſoever they ſhall ſuggeſt unto them ; yet then is openly diſ- 
covered, being indeed the root of all bitterneſs, and deſperate 
prophaneneſs, and blaſpheniy, that can be imagined in the world: 
for from thence they conclude, that themſelves are God & Chriſt, 
and what God is they are, and what they are God is ; for ſay 
they, there is no Spirit but one, and ſo deny any created Angel or 
ſpirit,holding upon the ſame account the living ſoule in man tobe 
uncreated,. and (0 —_— to be God himſelfe, and not cre- 
ated by God. Now this being the ground-worke of their deluſion, 
the building is anſwerable. | 
For firſt, Concluding the reaſonable ſoul to be God. 
Secondly, They affirm that this ſoul beingclothed with their hu- 


.. mane bodies, or fleſh, is Chriſt, or God, or God in fleſp, hereupon. 


they imagin that Jeſus Chcift. ſpoken of in the Goſpel, as being. 
born of the Vigin Mary, accuſed by the Fewes, delivered by Pilate. 
to be crucified, dying at- Jerxſalemupon the Croſs, riſing the third, 
day,& aſcending into heaven; is only to be underſtood parabolically, 

or figuratively, ſpeaking, of one thing, and intending another; poin- 
ting at, and preftiguring a worke only within us, conceiving :the 

Virgin Mary, the Jewes, Pilate, Jeruſalem, the Croſs, Chriſt riſing and 

aſcending, ſpooken of in the Scriptures, to be all within them, and. 
no ſuch thing ſubſtantially, or in truth without. - -_ 

As they conclude all things ſpoken of Chriſt, to be but ina typi- 
cal, or figurative manner, intending and typifying out this GoQ 
within, or God incarnate in their fleſh, ſtill meaniug their reaſon- 
able ſouls, conceiving this to be the: ſubſtance of all thoſe ſhadowes; 
ſo alſo upon thisgroundthey are forced to conclade the whole 
new Teſtament, withall the DoArines, Laws,'Rales, and Admini- 
ſtrations of the ſame,'to be but a ſhadow or figure, holding forth a 
ſubſtance within. As for inſtance, Mes and Aaron, being but. 
fignres of the ſubſtantiall Sayiour, and Prieſt to.come, ſo oe admi- 
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"niſtrations of ſes as Moſaical, were but fleſhly and carnall admi- 
niftrations, to be aboliſhed when the ſubſtince was come, they be- 
ing only ſhadows of good things to come ; in like manner doe they 
underſtand Chriſt in hisperſon, to be but a ſhadow of Chriſt with- 
in, and all his heavenly and ſpiritual Goſp-l to be bur a Letter and 
carnall hiſtorie pat to an end and aboliſh:d, when they once come 
to apprehend that the ſubitance of all is within, They comming 
alſo to believe that the ſonle is God, doe thence infer that they are 
perfe@,and that they are in as happy eſtate as can be, tor this they 
urge, 1 Cor. 15.24. to the 28. to thew when the Kingdome is deli- 
vered up to the Father, all his people come toa more immediate 
enjoyment of God the Father, and then Chriſt ceaſech his. Media- 
torſhip, and conſequently, all his New-Teſtament ceafeth : now 
they conclude, thar all this is 'accompliſhed when they come to 
diſcerne there is but one Spirit, and their ſoul that ſpiric, which is 
God, and then they are in the poſſeſſion of all things. 

And ſeeing that the Scripture declares that before our full poſ- 
ſeſſion of God and glory, 'there muſt be a- temporall Peathz 
and Reſurreion of the Body, and eternall judgement, they upon the 
former grounds, judging themſelves already glorified, doe under- 
ſtand this death of the body in all ſuch Scriptures myſtically, and 
= the reſurre&tion and eternall judgement, are pafſed already in 

e ſoule, as Hymenews arid Philetus did, 2 Tim. 2. 18. compared 
with 1 Tim. 1. 19. Thence alſo they conclude, that faith and 
Juſtification by Chriſt, together with all the Ordinances of 
Ohriſt areabolithed,asfleſhly forms, like unto Chriſt that appointed 
them, above and without all which,they trixmphantlyCin their own 
fancics)live when they once have attained this ſuperemanent life (as 
they ſpeak) of being in the full fruition of God, -comprehending 
that infinite Being (which they blaſphemouſly affirm themſelves to 
do) intruding themſelves into things they are altogether ignorant 
of : Hereupon is it that they, as Peter faith, /coff at any ſecond 
comming of Chrift, 2 Pet. 3.3. 4. and mock at the holy Scriptures, 
thoſe heavenly Oracles of God, denying them to be the Word of God, 
or that Law by which they ought to conforme their lives, 'con- 
celving and uttering that there is no Law nor Rule, but whar-is in 
man, his Light being his only Law, that is to fay, what ever thart 
ſpirit that dwels within (which they call God within )) _— ro 
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them, that ought to be done by them, ftrengthning themſelves 
with this opinion,that there is no fin but what contradifs a mans 
owne light, (which is a mans only law) and fin is only fin to hint 
that thinks it ſo,and that there is no hell but that torment that men 
ſuſtaine through croſſing their own light(which God knows is no= 
thing but thick darkneſs) from theſe principles the deſperately 


. wicked and deceitful hearts of men fortified in their fins, having now 


their conſcience ſeared with an hot Iron, account it their only mi- 
ſerieand bel), that they aretroubled at-any thing, be it-never ſo 
abominable, thus caſting off all trouble and remorſe for in, they 
follow the Law of their own minde, (as they needs:muſt, concei- 
ving their owne fouls to be the only eternall God) and what<- 
ſoever their evill hearts are naturally inclined to, whether Drun- 
kenneſſe, Curſing, ſwearing, or whoredome (athough- for a time 
their principles do not put ſuch horrid impieties in execution) yet 
at length being violencly hurried on through the afliſtance of the 
ſtrong impulſions, and reſtlelle ſupgeſtions andiinſtigations of the devil, 
(the Judgements of God being alſo heightned upon them) they 
now commit the ſame with greedineſſe, and that with ſuch a high 
hand, as they account it their perfe&ion, and the bigheſt pitch of | 


- theirglory, to give up themſelves to ſuch abhominations, pleading: 


for them, affirming that they have made a League and Covenant with . 
fin, death, and hell, and have communion with God in all theſe, ſeeing 
all the ſe and what ever evils can be imagined, reconciled ta God, and ſo 
good, accounting all their ations for good, being afed by their 
own ſpirits, which (asthey thinke) are God, ſaying that God (but 
truly not God, but their own accurſed fpiries) willed that they 
ſhould curſe-dnd ſmeargand:be drunk. and fill themſelves with all unclean « 
neſs, which they <ſtcem to be perfet cighteouſnes,calling thathdli- 
neſs and righteouines which-conlifts in.a ſporles.conformity to the 
Laws of Chriſt revealed inthe Scripture, which curbs rhe infaleney. 
of the fleſh, and the luſts of the heart, a plaguy and nafty holineſſe, ; 
that muſt be deſtroyed}; ſo rhatzhoſeamongft'them, char can with 
the greateſt impudeney, without the leaſt check -or controul af: 
conſcience, commit che moſt} horrid abominations, (which wee: 
tremble to chinke of ) they are the moſt perfe&, and-the maſt. 
ſwallowed up in thewitl of Godzo juſtifie cheſe their abhowInati- 
ons, they ſay, the Angels of God fware+with'iglorie and Mjeſiy,'r 
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which Angels are Godin them ( for all created Angels they deny ) 
who therefore may ſweare as they will, and that with glory and 
Majeſty; Yea ſo great is their thrallam and captivity, thatnow the 
Prince of the power of the dire, that rules in the hearts of theſe Chil- 
dern of diſobedience, hath ſo far the maſtery and dominion over 
them, as that they are ready, not onely to fight againſ} God 
himfelfe in his ſpicicual Ordinances , but -againſt civill ſocieties, 
violating the bonds of marriage, and Lawes of Families, againſt 
the very principles and light of nature, which common juſtice, 
(remaining among the Heathens) would ſoon adjudge to merit 
ſevere puniſhment : and certainely thoſe that ſhall thus tranſ- 
grelſeall civill bonds, doe not only lye lyable to rhe juſt and 
teareful jadgement of God,burt juſtly incurre the puniſhment of the 
rulers of this world. 

Having thus laid open ſome of the principles, and evill praftices 
of theſe men, even that root of bitterneſſe, from which ſuch their 
ſinfu!l branches grow;” by which every one whoſe eyes ace opened, 
may diſcern what a fearefull thing ic is to leave the Holy Word of 
. God, andgive heed to the motions of a deceitfull heart, and to 
the di&ates of a lying ſpirit : 'we ſhall now endeavour briefly 
to'make manifeſt the ſandineſs, and dangerouſneſs of the foundati- 
on whereupon theſe things are built ; which we ſhall effay to do by 
proving; That the ſoule of man is not God, but a creature, created 
and madeby God: which will appeare both by Scripture and 
reaſon, if you conſider. 


1. That God is incomprehenfible,the Heaven of Heavens cannot 
containe him, but the ſoule of man is comprehended and contained 
in the body. 

2. Godis Almighty,but the ſoul of man is not : what ever God 
will, that he can doe; but man deſires many things, and hath not 
power to accompliſhthem. 

3. God knoweth himſelf, and all things,the ſecrets of all hearts, 
things paſt, preſent, and to come; but alas! the ſoul of man knows 
not the Being of it (elf, nor of the leaſt creature, he knows not 
whatis done in another houſe next to him. 

4- The foule is made and created, 1 Cor. 15. The firſt Adam 


wes made a living ſoul, Jer. 38. 16, It is written, As Lone 
Fin ive 
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liveth that made us this foul, now to be made and created, argues a 
beginning, but God is withour beginning ; therefore the toul can- 
not be God, | 

5..God is the God of the ſpirits of all icſh,Numnb. 16.22. there is a 
ſpirit in the body, of which God is the Father, Heb.12.9. which God 
formes within man, Zech. 12. 1, with which ipirit the ſpirit of God 
bears witnes, R.0.8.16. which plainly proves our ſpirit or 1oul to be 
a creature: the truth of which further appears in that God can deſtroy 
the ſoul, or caſt it unto hell fire, Matth 10.28. in that the ſoul may be 
converted, Pſalm, 19. 7. in that it ſtands in need of deliverance and 
redemption, Pſal. 13.19. 34.22. 49.8. But now God cannot be 
deſtroyed, neither needs he any redemption ar all. By this is it 
clear that mans ſoul is not God, and it not his foul muchtles is his 
body, that is ſubje& to ſuch variety of diſtempers, and lo nei- 
ther body nor ſoul. O therfore whar a horrid thing is it for men to 
attrm they are God, that madeand created all things, that governs 
the world, and the like, and to father all cheir abominations upon 
the Lord, thinking him to be altogether ſuch a one as themſelves 
are! From hence we may ſafely conclude. 

1. That if the ſpirit be created by God,and is united to the body, 
then thoſe ations that are done by the body, aretheaRions of the 
man. O how ſome men fighting againſt the light, cry out, that it is 
God in man only that aRXs,thar ſhall be faved,and the like, whereas 
it is evident that it is the man that afts, either good things, viz. the 
man that b.leeveth, prayeth, conformeth, and is blefſed ot God, or 
ic is the man that ſ{insand walks in diſobedience, which man is the 
ſubje&of deſtruction. 

2, Thatit the ſpirit be created by God, it muſt be ſubje& to the 
will and Law of the Creator:things created are for the praiſe of the 
Creator, weare made by God toinew forth his praiſe, and by our 
obedience to declare our ſelves to be his children, we are not left at 
liberty to run from God; this was that that involved Adam at firſt 
in miſery, and ſtill keeps his off-ſpring in ſorrow and confulion. 

3, That {in is the defe&ion, variation from., or the tranſ- 
grefſion of theLaw of our Creator, and not of our owne wills : 
when we do the the,things God forbids, or leave undone thethings 
oe cog we fin againſt God the Lord, the Creator of ſoul and 

ody. 

From the not right underſtanding of the creatures ſubje&ion, 8 

reJati- 
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relation unto God,4ow alſo thoſe vain allegorizings of thoſe texts 
of Scripture that {peak of Chriſt himſelf. For it we ſearch the Scrip- 
ture we ſhall ſee cleerly, that Chriſt ſeſus was not a figure or ſhadow 
of a {ubſtance to be enjoyed now or hereafter (as theſe men dream ) 
bat the true ſuſtantial good it ſelf, the true M-diator God and man, the 
ſubftance of all figures, and ſhadows under the Law, which was a School- 
maſter unto Chriſt, Gal. 3. 24. The Apoſtle tels us, The Admini- 
ftrations under the Law, were a ſhadow of good things to come, the body 
or ſubſtance whereof was Chriſt, or was in Chriſt, now it is againſt 
common ſenie and rea{on,that one ſhadow ſhould type out another, 

and that as carnall and fle(hly as ir ſelft-, but the contrary hereof 
is moſt certaine, for M»{es and foſhua being typical Saviours, redee- 
ming the ſpiritual/ Iſrael out of Agypt into earthly Canaan, muft 
needs hold out a ſubſtantial! $aviour, that moſt effeually ſhall re- 
deem the Spirituall Tſrael, tor faith the Apoſtle, He 725 able to ſave to 
the uttermoft all that come to God by him, ſeeing heever lieth to nlabe 
interceſſion for them, Heb. 7.5. He is the Alpha and Omega, the Begin- 
ning and the ending, the firſt and the laſt, Rev. 1. 18. Who faid to Fobn 
feare not, for T was dead, and am alive for evermore, Amen; : and Thave 
the keyes of Hell and of death, This Jeſus isnot only Crue man as 
touching fleſh, but a'ſo God over all bleſſed for ever, or the moſt 
high God, Rom. 9.5. Fobn the Baptiſt ceſtifying of Chrift, Fob. 3.3 +. 
ſaith, He that commeth from above, is above all, and this is true of 
Chritt as touching his Godhead, who alto is truly man, ſoul and 
body, coniitting ofa humane ſoul, and flethly body, and that af- 
ter. his reſurrection, as appears, Lub. 24. 39. In reterence to the 
ConjunGion of buth humane and divine nature, he ſatth, I lay downe 
my life, and I take it up againe, as man he ded, as God he raiſed himſelt 
from the dead; now that any ſhould be {ovile and wretched as to 
count theever-blefſed Lord, who is the moſt high and ble<{Ted Savi- 
our, a fleſhly forme and ſhadow, becaute according to the infnite wiſ- 
dome and love of God, be aſſumed mans nature, that he might thereby 
become a more fit and ſuitable Saviour unto them ; wee are wounded 
in our ſouls to thinke thereof, and tremble to thinke what hardneſs 
of heart, 71gratitude and blindneſs of minde, ſuch ſouls are given up 
to; and though they may talke of being above the diip-nſation of 
Chrift, the Kingdom being in chem re{igned up to the Father, they 
fay they know not what; for before the office of Chrifts mediat »rſhip 
- ceaſes, andthe Kingdome be reſigned to the Father, the Scripeure 
EX- 


Heart Bleedings for Profeſſors abominations, 


expreſly tels us, all enemies muſt be ſubdued under his feet, P ſa!. 
110. 1. Pal. 8.6.1 Cor. 15. 24, 25. Heb. 2. 6,7. which is not yer ef= 
tefted, for Chrifis enemies, vis. the Devill, Sinne, Babylon Anti- 
chriſt, the oppoſite oppre ſſing civill powers of the world, death, and the 
grave, and the ruleand authority they beare rule with, are not yer 
wholly by Chriſt put down, therefore che Othce ot his Mediator- 
ſbip ſtill Rands in force; Hence wee may tately conclude. 

Firſt, That ifChriſtbe a ſubſtantial) Mediator, truly fpiricuall, 
his Goſpel then, which he and his Apoſtles hath declared, is not a 
bareoutward Relation,Hiſtory,or carnal Lerrer,but a ſpiritual and 
ſubſtantial Truth and Myſtery, containing the whole Minde, Will, 
and Law of God, for us and all Saints to believe and praftiſe 
throughour all Ages. 

Secondly, It muſtjneeds be as durable as the Mediator is, for the 
Law of Chrifts Pricfthood is as durable as the P:iefthood it ſelf, the 
Law depending upon the Pricfthood;' for the change of the Pricft= 
hood and Law goes together, and ſo the Prieſthood of old being 
changed, the Law then, and not cill chen was changed al fo, Heb 
7.18. So when Chriſts Pricfthood is changed, then the Law of 
that Prieſthood, and not till then ſhall be changed alſo. 

Thirdly, It muſt alſo be granted, That the Scriptures which 
doe declare this great myfterie of Jeſus Chriſt and his Goſpel, be 
the holy Scriptures, and the infallible Word of Ged, for it could 
never have entred into the heart of man to have knowne or 


manifeſted thoſe hidden myſteries, had not God himſelfte by his 


 owne Word revealed them from Heaven ; now the Scriptures 


are Gods Word, declaring his minde, making knowne his Coun= 
cel, being able to make the people of God wije unto ſalpation 
through faith which is in Chriſt Jeſus, being given by the inſpiration of 
God, and are profitable for Dotrine, for Reproofe, for Corredtion, for In- 
ftrufion in rightecuſneſſe, that the man of God may be perſe@, throughly 
furniſhed unto all good worhs, 2 Tim. 3. 15516, and therefore not to be 
{lighted and nndervalued, as a dead Letter, a bare Hiſtory, a carnall 
empty Story. Therefore dearely beloved brethren, we beg and in- 
treat you, and eyery one that loves his ſoule, to fear and tremble at 
the thoughts of {lighting and deſpiiing Chriſt and his Goſpel, or 
any one of his laws,or holy commandements revealed in his word, 
for know that God will ſet bis Son upon bis holy Hill of Sion, Pſal. 2.8, 
and will call all his enemies that will not have him to reigne over tdem, 
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and ſlay them before him, He is to be received to rule over us as King,. 
as well as to bean oblation for in, as he is a Prieſt and Sacrifice, ſo 
alſoa Prophetand a King, toteach and govern his people, being the 
author of eternal Salvation to ail that obey him. Therefore that 
man that departeth from the way of ſubjetion toChriſt in his holy 
Commandments aud Ordinances, retuſeth Chriſt to be his Lord, 8& 
King, and judges bim/elfe unworthy of eternall life; Wherefore we in 
tender compatiion to your ſouls, and zeal for the glory of God, do 
befcech & exhort. you, that you fill keep the holy commandments, 
as they were delivered unto you, that you doe {hew rhe ſame dili- 
gence to the end(ror he that endureth to the end {hall be ſaved )that 
ve ſtand faſt, and earncſtly contend for the faith once delivered to 
the Saints, that no man take your crown from you, and that you 
take heed rnat you be not {cd aſide with the workers of iniquity. O 
ietnone of usdally with the wayes of God, leſt we be given up. to 
the error of the wicxed, even to thoſe horrible dclulions before 
mentioned.,tor God is a juſt and holy God. O that God would give 
his people this wiſdome in all Nations to keep his holy command- 
ments, for holineſs becomes his houſe for ever ; O that Gods ſeve- 
rity might prevaile with all that profeſs his. name, to ſearch their 

wne hearts, leaſt not receiving the truth in the love thereof, they 
be given up to ſtrong d:luftons to believe a lye, leſt they making tin 
their work and pleaſure, God make condemnation to be their 
wages,and diſannulling their league with hell and death, he pull 
them down from the top of their vanity, whether they have above 
the heights of the clouds exalted themſelves, and laugh at their de- 
ſtrufion, and mock when their feare comes. 

Ob. But many may be ready to obje&, that thoſe who have faln 
| Into ſuch deſperate abominations, were ſometimes members of our 
Congregations,and from thence are apt to contemn our profeſſion, 
and queſtion whether our way be of God orno, ſaying, you ſec 
what your judgement leads to. 

Sol. In anſwer to this we ſay, 

1. That itis a great miſtake to judge that thoſe perſons were all 
2t our ſocieties, tor this we can clearly evince, that many, if not 
mott of theaz were never members with us. 

2, Suppoſe they had been ail of us ({ which yet is not ſo ) yet we 
iay that none may thence reaſonably condemn our profeſſion, nor 
our ſelves ſcruple it, as not of Gud, which we doubt not, but they 


will conkefl?, if they conlider, 1, That. 
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1. That from the undeniable truths of God, & from the Churches 3 
gathered immediately by the holy Apoſtles them(elves ( which by 
all are granted to be the pureſt ) many profeffors have gone aſtray, 
and faln into great condemnation : Hymenexs and Alexander made 
ſhipwrack of faith and a good conſcience, 1 Tim, 1. 19, aificming 
{ as many of theſe in our days do ) that the reſurre&ion was pait 
already, deſtroying the faich of ſome, 2.Tim. 2. 18. ſeverall in Co- 
rinth denying any reſurre&ion at all, 1 Cor. 15. 12. others falling 
into very great abominations; Fude tells us, v. 4.That th:re were cer- 
tain men crept in unawares, before of old ordained to this condemnation, 
ungodly men, turning the grace of God into laſciviouſneſſe, and deny- 
ing the onely Lord God, and our Lord Feſus Chriſt. To add one inſtance 
more for all ( Fohn ſaith ) Little children it is the laſt time, and as 
you have heard that Antichriſt ſhall come , even now are there many 
Antichriſts, whereby we know that it is the laſt time ; they went out from 


- #6, but they were not of us, Toh. 2. 18, 19. 


2. The ſpirit of God forcſeeing ſuch things ſhould be, that we 
might not be ſtumbled when they come to paſle, hath exprelly fore- 
toldthem; Asto the Efders of Epheſus, AFs 20. 28, 29, 30. laith 
Paul by the Spirit, Take heed to feed the Church of God which he haih 
purchaſed with his owne blood; for I know this, that after my departing 
ſball grievous wolves enter in among you, not ſparing the flock : Alfo, 
of your ſelves ſhall men ariſe ſpeaking  perverſ2 things to draw away 
diſciples after them ; ſo alto by the Apoſtle Peter, 2 Pet. 2. 1, 2. &c. 
There ſhall be ( faith he ) falſe teachers among you, who privily 
ſhall bring in damnable hereſies, denying the Lord that bought 
them, and bring upon themſelves ſwift deſtruction, and many ſhall 
foliow their pernicious or laſcivious wayes, by reaſon of whom 
the way of truth (hall be evill ſpoken of: Tude excites the Saints to 


remember the words of the Apoſtles of our Lord ſeſus, how they 


foretold there ſhould be mockers in the laſt time, who [Fould wa'k 
after their own ungodly luſts, ſeperating them (cl ves, {en{ua!, having 
not the Spirit, ver/.17,18,19. and fron whom ſhall they ſeparate, 
but from the true Churches of Teſus Chriſt, profeling the faith' of 
Cirift, and being baptized in his name {the Scripture no where ap- 
proving any other Churches,that we read of)Paul alſo tells Timothy 
he time would come ( and ſucely thoſe propneiies are now fuliilled } 
tWhe they woald nyt endure ſound dofrine, but after their one? luſts, 


heap 
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! "op pe ITE + 
heop to themiclves teachers, having itching ears," ttat ſhoutd turne away 


their ears from tke truth, gving heed unto fables. _ 

2, God in his wiſdome permirs thele things,thar thoſe which are 
approved may be made manitcit, and thote that ſceme to be what 
they are not, may bedi;cover.d ;' ior Aypocrices have and will be 
crceping into the Church ( and taat no marvel, tor Satan himſelte is 
eransformed into an Angel of Light (but becaulc they receive not 
the truth in the love thereot, Goa ſends the - ſtrong deluuons that 
they thould believe a lye, that they all may be damn«d, who believe 
not the truth, but have pleaſure in uncighteoutnelle, 2 Thefſ. 2. 10, 
II, 12, &c. 1 job. 2.18, 19. 

2. Wee cannot wonder that thoſe who draw neer to God in the 
viiible profeilion of his name,” being defticute of the power of god- 
lineſs,do thus fal away:for God will be ſanCitied in them that draw 
nigh to him, either in making them conformable to his Will to the 
praiſe of his grace,or c|{e in diſcovering their falſhood, hypocciiie & 
madneſs,niaking them dreadtul examples of his wondertul icvericy, 
to thegloric of his Juſtice. Nadab and Abihu, for offering ſtrange 
are, which the Lord commanded not, were deftroyed by fire from 
Heaven,Lev. 10. 1,2,3. The Lord himfelteproclaimes from Heaven, 
that his ways are righteous,and the juſt'ſhal walk in them,but tran(ſ- 
greſſors ſhall fall therein, Hof. 14.ult The narrow path of the Saints 
righteous walk,tuitsnot with the licentious principles & intereſts of 
carnal men,& though ſinners may be in Sion for a time, yet fear ſur- 
priſes them,& by reaſon of the puricy & brightneſs. of the wayes of 
God they cannot abide therin,but caft Chriſts yoke from their necks, 


"© becaulc ic will nor be (ubſervient to their owne luſts. A remarkable 


example of Gods ſeverity againſt thoſe that ſometimes profelſed the 
ruth, whoſe kearts werenot right before God, we may ſee in Judas, 
and in Ananias, and Sapphira, who tor iying againtt the holy-Ghoft 
were ſuddenly deſtroyed,'to the great teare of all the Church of 
Chrift:As in nature the corruption of the beſt things, is the greateſt 
corruption, ſo the greater profeiſion men make of the truth, when 
once they be corrupted, they fall into the groflſeſt abominations. 
Thetruthis,this is no ground to ſuſpe& our profeſſion, becauſe ſom? 
fall from it, for who is it that tins theunpardonable fin, but one that 
profeſſed the truth of the Goſpel, Fob. 1.5, 6. Who are thole that 
are twice dead, plucked up by the roots ?*cxcept thoſe that by pro- 
fon were formerly alive in the truth. 

Fitthly - 
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Fifthly,and laſtly, We do acknowledg;though ſome eminent Pre 
feſſors of the {ſame truth with us have faln touly(which hath been the 
occaſion of much griefero us )yet it hath been hitherto,and we hope 
ever ſhal be our care(as they have bin by the righteous judgement of 

God diſcovered) according toourduty to put them tron amongſt 
us, endeavouring to preſerve our ſelves from all iniquitie,and not to 
have fc11owſhip with the unprotitable works of darkneſs, but rather 
to reprove them : We conclude this, ſaying of them that are gone 
from us,and faln into ſuch notorious wickedneſs,as Fohn ſaith, They 
went from us becauſe they were not of us, for if they had been of us, no 
doubt they would bave continued with ws, but they went out from us, 
that they might be manifeſt not to be of us. 

Ifany ſhal judg what we have here declared doth favour of unchari- 
tableneſs,rigidnes,cenſoriouſneſs & bitternes of ſpirit to them that 
diſſent from us,” we delire al] ſuch ſerioully co take notice, that true 
loveandchai ity is not the ſoothing ofany in their tins)the healing of 
wounds flightly, the crying peace, peace, wt en ſudden deſtruRion is 
athand;itis not the daubing wi.h uncempered morter,bat itis a true - 
love to the TruthZand to all for the Truths ſakeFon'ilting in plain. ** 
neſs and {implicity, engaging us to endeavour the reſtoring of them 
that are faln, to pull thenras brands out of the tire,”to contend for 
the faith once delivered to the Saints,Ztonote ſuch perſons that 
walk diſorderly,to endeavour the preſerving of them that are ſound 
in the faith, 

While ſome men cry ont againſt us foruncharitableneſs,in crying 

down fin and finfuil praftifes,O how uncharitable in truth arc cney, 

that can ſuffer God to be diſhonoured, his Sonne to be viliacd, his 
Truth tramplcd under foot,his Ordinances fl:ighte !, and their own 

and thouſands of poor ſouls in danger of being utterly {edaced ; to 

their own deſtruction, and vet have not a hea ct to rel:nt for ſuch 
praiſes, nor a tongue to plead againſt them,\whereby others might 
b-forwarned of :hvir ſwift approaching danger Tour conſciences 

bear witnes,that che honoar of God,the love of his Truth,zcal forhis 
Namezand it poTible;the ſaving of iouls from dcairhFhath been the 
prevailing arg-:\m<cnt with us;/thus to expreſs our felvcs; befeeching 

theG. d and Father of our Lord, Jefas, that by the ſame power 

which raiſed him from the dzad, he would make this intrumentcall 

to confirm thoſe wao yet abid- in thetruth, to reltore a!l the ſimple 
in hcart, who are ready to turne alide from th: voyce of the truc 
Shepherd, and to follow itrangers,/and the cun ing (ights and de- 
VICES 
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down caamnbers of acath, leaſt they, poor ſouls, thy, agh Xn 
ned ipeeches,bcin., inttc.d co yold,and torced trough the fattcrins 
era oo ne a Sa. Wet Ox poothto the 
weir liver, baſting as Birdsto the ſnare, not know /ng that its for hete hen 
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*—ooling yp Ho Itadic lence waulk b-come guilty of their bl,,od, 

-SOW drethren we comm-nd you to God, and to the word of his 
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emong 41 item which are {anQifiedJpraying that you may ſtand up- 
on Jour watch, clocked with the whole armour of God,* and that 
you may be kept blameletle, living by faith,” untill the commins of 


6 Y 


our Lord and Saviour ſetus Chriſt,not caſting away your con 'dence, 
which nach great recompence of reward ; For yet a little waile, and 
ne that tha!l come will come, and will not tarry. The grace of our 
Lord Jeſu: Chriitt be with you all. Amen. 
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Books Printed for Francis Tyton at the three Daggers in Fleet- 
freet?, nigh the inner Temple. 

Mr. Drapes Book, inticuled Goſpel -glory z in the Viſible and Inviſible worfhiz 
of God. : : | | 
Mr. Kings Diſcovery of ſome troubleſome thoughts, wherewith many godly, 
precious ſouls are burchened and extreamly prefled, Fc. Together with a Com- 
pound of ſome Scripture, and experimentall Cordialls, (Fc. | : 

Mr. Hearns Seaſonable words, or a plaine and tender-hearced Epiſtle to all fincere 
hearts in Parliament, Army, and Country. 


Booxs Pi :inced for Lrivewell Chapman 4: the Crowne in Popes» head- Alley. 
The Saints Defire, or, 4 Cordiall for a fainting ſoule. Fuſtiication by Chriſt alone, 
by Mr- Samuel Richardſon. | | PEE 
I way to Sion ; ſought outs and found, for Believers to walke in : by Mr. Damel King. 
na Saints Priviledge : in two Treatifes. 
Gods Ordinance the Saittts Priviledge : proved in two | 
The firſt, the Saints intereſt by Chriſt, in all the priviledges of grace, cleared, and 
the obje&ions againſt the ſame an{wered- : | | 
The ſecond, - peculiar intereſt of the Ele& in Chrift, and his faving graces 
* wherein it is proved that Chriſt harh nor ſatisfied for the fins ofal) men,” but _ 
for the fi:1s of thoſe that doe or ſhall believe in him : and the objetions againſt chc 
fame are anſwered ; written by Mr. John <—U and Mr. Benjamm Cex. 
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